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Dear Members, 
  
     As you read this magazine 
another summer is upon us 
here in New Jersey. During 
the summer many of us take 
time to vacation with family 
and friends and enjoy time 
away from our jobs and daily 
lives. This past spring was a 
busy time in New Jersey for 
law enforcement involved in 
the Special Olympics. In ad-
dition to the normal Summer 
Games that law enforcement 
plays a huge part in here in 
New Jersey, our state was 
host to the 2014 USA Special 
Olympics Games which 
brought athletes from all over 
the nation to our state to 
compete. Thanks to all of the 
New Jersey law enforcement 
officers that took time out of 
their busy schedules to vol-
unteer to present medals and 
to keep these special athletes 
safe!  
 
     Although each year Chief 
Robert Belfiore and his State 

Law Enforcement Torch Run 
Committee do a fantastic job 
raising money through 
groups like the Italian Ameri-
can Police Society of New 
Jersey, more help is needed. 
Each year less and less law 
enforcement officers volun-
teer their time at the Summer 
Games to encourage these 
athletes and present medals 
to winners of the various 
competitions. I cannot tell 
you in words how fulfilling 
this weekend is to anyone 
that attends. This coming 
winter the Italian American 
Police Society of New Jersey 
is going to conduct a cam-
paign to help enlist the assis-
tance of more law enforce-
ment officers to make this 
important program better 
supported. I ask that you 
consider attending a future 
information night and learn-
ing more about these games 
and how your time can literal-
ly change lives.  
 
     This coming fall the Italian 
American Police Society of 
New Jersey has added two 
new events to its calendar. 
The Society will hold a Fami-
ly Mass and Communion 
Brunch at Holy Rosary 
Church in Jersey City on Oc-
tober 5th. This event will 
bring us together with fami-
lies to show our pride in law 
enforcement as well as our 
heritage while celebrating 

Mass in New Jersey’s first 
Italian parish. On November 
13th the Society will host a 
Movie Night at Villa Rose 
Wine School and will show 
the movie Pay or Die staring 
Ernest Borgnine. This movie 
is about the life of NYPD 
Lieutenant Joseph Petrosino 
who died a hero in Sicily 
fighting the mafia. We will 
provide pizza for those at-
tending and look forward to a 
good time. These two events 
are free of charge and are 
great opportunities for us to 
come together as members 
and enjoy camaraderie at no 
cost. I am proud to be able to 
provide these two events to 
all of you and look forward to 
seeing you attend.  
 
     I encourage you to attend 
a general membership dinner 
meeting or event to meet oth-
er members and supporters. 
As always I enjoy having 
members contact me to give 
me input on programs and 
events that you might like to 
see in the coming year. I am 
proud to serve as the Presi-
dent of the finest police offic-
ers in New Jersey. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
William Schievella 
President  

PR E S I D E N T ’S  ME S S A G E 
BI L L SC H IE V E L L A 
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From the Editor 

PATRICK MINUTILLO 

     As I’m sure you’re all aware, 
our governor announced on May 
20th his plan to grab, over a two 

year period, $2.43 BILLION 
meant for public workers pen-
sions in order to balance the 
state budget. 

     The payment scheduled pri-
or to June 30th was reduced 
from $11.6 BILLLION to $681 
MILLION, and he intends to put 
$900 MILLION less into our 
pension system by the end of 
his term.  This formula would 
add to an additional $51 BIL-

LION underfunded pension 
liability. 

     Allegedly these reduced 
payments are supposed to 
cover the costs of employ-
ees currently active in the 
system, but will chip away 
at the total unfunded liabil-
ity in the fund accrued be-
fore he became governor.  
Staying true to script, he 
passed along all the blame and 
responsibility for this fiasco to 
everyone before him, below 
him and around him for creat-
ing this terrible burden that he 
has to endure.   

     Of course, it’s true that our 
once ample PFRS pension 
funds were irresponsibly short 
changed by prior governors 
Florio, Whitman, McGreevy, 
Codey and Corzine.  That be-
ing said, even though there 
may be some truth in what he 
says in that regard, those who 
understand what he has done 
to the New Jersey pension sys-
tem (behind only Christie Whit-

man as its chief assas-
sin) can see the truth be-
hind all the phony rheto-
ric.  In reality, this gover-
nor has done little to 
nothing to realistically 
address this problem or 
to curb pension abuses, 
even within his own of-
fice and administration.   

     I was very happy to 
see that the day follow-
ing this announcement 
State PBA attorney's 

have reportedly been working 
with attorney's for the NJEA, 
FOP and CWA and have been 
authorized to file a lawsuit to 
block this terrible plan. 

     Don’t forget that there is still 
an active ongoing lawsuit  in 
regards to the restoration of our 
COLA.  As of this writing we 
are still awaiting the Appellate 
Court Decision on that matter, 
which could hopefully be decid-
ed in our favor in the near fu-
ture. 

     To be clear, reportedly the 
planned funding shortage will 
have no immediate impact for 
current or retired employees, 
but could lead to a wipe out of 
program balance sheet gains 
that occurred when Christie 
and Democratic lawmakers 
pushed through a pension 
overhaul in 2011.  

     Obviously, the long term  
effect of this plan is potentially 
catastrophic to our system, but 
what  does our governor care.  
As far as he’s concerned it’s 
obvious we can all drop dead. 

     Remember, it’s only my 
opinion. 
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2014 Gala Dinner Dance                     

Another Huge Success! 

The Annual Gala Benefit Dinner Dance was a Huge Success!  Congratulations 
to Chairman Ron Sepe, our Dinner Dance Committee and Journal Chairman 

Vincent Nardone on a job well done! 

For many more photos of  
this great evening please 

visit our web site at 
www.iapsnj.org 

http://iapsnj.org/gala
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http://www.iapsnj.org/pictures/
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The Italian American Police Society of  New  Jersey held its annual Pasta Night for      
Special Olympics on Saturday, April 26th at the UFCW Local 464 Union Hall in Little 

Falls, NJ.   A sellout crowd of  more than 400 people attended to make this year the most 
successful fundraising event thus far! Society members, families, friends and law            

enforcement students made more than 900 meatballs by hand along with sausage,         
antipasto, spaghetti, stuffed shells and manicotti. This event allows the Italian American 

Police Society of  NJ to ain a platinum sponsor for Special Olympics NJ  

http://iapsnj.org/pasta
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Entertainment for the evening by 
Comedian Vince August , who 

had the  crowd laughing     
throughout his show.              

Very, very funny. 

On left: Chief Joe Rutigliano, 
Vince August and Chief Bob    

Belfiore. 

http://iapsnj.org/pasta
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2014 ~ 2015 

William Schievella  

President 

Ronald Sepe 

Executive Vice President 

John Lazzara 

1st Vice President 

Jerry Onnembo 

2nd Vice President 

Alfonse Imperiale 

3rd Vice President                   
Joseph Simonetti 

Financial Vice President 

Patrick Minutillo 

Executive Secretary 

Allan Attanasio 

Recording Secretary 

John Sisto 

Financial Secretary 

Vincent Nardone 

Director 

John Sartori 

Sgt. at Arms 

Sebastian D’Amato 

Director of                   
Communications 

Trustees 

Rose Minoughan 

Robert Belfiore 

Nick Incanella 

Anthony Magnotta 

Nat Faronea 

Richard Giordano 

Christopher Mincolelli 

Michael Puzio 

Peter Serrone 

Joseph Rutigliano 

John Stroka 

Daniel Sollitti 

David Cavaliere 

Dominick Imperiale 

Matthew Stambuli 

 

Edmond Brady, CPA 
Dr. Brian Mignola 

Dr Daniel Schievella 

Anthony Caivano, Esq. 

 

Caterina Benanti Esq  

Fr. Christopher Hynes 

Fr. David Baratelli 

Belleville P.B.A. Annual Awards  Dinner 

on April 17th at Nanina’s In The Park. 

A great time was had at the outstanding Nanina’s 

IAPSNJ Executive Board    
Members were on hand to join 

in the celebration with        

Belleville P.B.A. 

Board Members with                   
P.B.A. President                           

Anthony “Tony” Wieners 

RETIREMENT 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Anthony F. Wieners, 

President  

 

 
We at the IAPSNJ salute you  

And wish you the best of health, happiness and 

success in all your future endeavors. 

For information on President Wieners              

retirement  party visit the NJSPBA website. 
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Interested in viewing this Magazine in full  color on line? 

Would you like to re-visit a previous issue? 

Simply go to our  web site at: 

www.iapsnj.org 

and  you will find our Magazine link in the upper right hand corner.  Just click 
on the link and choose the issue of your choice. 

Italian American Police Society of New Jersey  

Family Mass & Communion Breakfast  

  

Holy Rosary Church  

(Celebrating 128 years as the first Italian Parish in NJ)  

344 Sixth Street, Jersey City  

 

Sunday, October 5, 2014  

          11:30 am Mass  

 

Communion Breakfast to Follow  

Law enforcement officers (active & retired),  

members and families are invited to attend.  

 

Uniforms requested if possible  

 

  

RSVP to:  

Captain Daniel Sollitti, Jersey City PD  

Dsollitti@aol.com 201-394-8396  

 

Det. Matt Stambuli,  

Hudson Co. Prosecutor’s Office  

Hud204@gmail.com 201-665-6940  

 

 

http://www.iapsnj.org/communion/
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On Thursday, May 1st The National Council of Columbia Associations in Civil 
Service honored our own First Vice President John Lazzara with it's organiza-

tional leadership award at the Council's 55th Annual Awards Dinner Dance.    
Also at this event our friends from the Massachusetts Association of Italian 

American Police Officers were inducted into the National Council as members. 
Congratulations to John and Robert Morrison from Massachusetts. As always 
a great time with our friends from the NYPD and other member organizations 

throughout the nation. 

 

In Photo (L~R): Bill Schievella, John Lazzara, Robert Morrison, Joe Guagliardo 

and Gio Porcelli 

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE 

On June 1st, after 18 years, Bill Brennan stepped down from the position of Essex 

County PBA Conference chairman. Bill will be succeeded by Joe Savittieri.   

Our best to  both Bill and Joe. 
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On Friday evening, May 2 Members of the IAPSNJ Executive Board were     
honored to attend the 82nd Annual Dinner Dance and Awards Ceremony of the 
New York Police Department Columbia Association.  The event was held at the 
ever impressive El Caribe in Brooklyn, N.Y.  Congratulations to all the award  

recipients who were honored for their service and bravery. 

 

In Photo (L~R): Dave Cavaliere, Robert Morrison, NYPD Commissioner                   

William Bratton, Patrick Minutillo and Sebbie D’Amato. 

 

Congratulations to our 
brothers and sisters in the 

Columbia Association 
NYPD on another very   

successful event. 

 

Over 500 people were in   
attendance for the evening 

dinner and ceremony. 

http://www.nypdcolumbia.org/wp/
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Proudly Wear Your                 

Organization’s Apparel! 

ORDER @ 

www.iapsnjwear.com 

CALL 732-277-7123 

SALES@SMVINC.COM 
RI  

Message to our Membership ~ by: Sebbie D’Amato 

LOGO APPAREL ITEMS CAN SIMPLY BE ORDERED BY VISITING THE HOME PAGE OF 

OUR WEB SITE AND CLICKING ON THE LINK  LOCATED ON THE RIGHT SIDEBAR. 

Dear Member, 

     As our organization continues to grow, we find ourselves in the need of assistance by members with vari-
ous skills and contacts. Many times we are asked by members, "How can I get involved more"  Our answer 
usually lends to existing events and committees.  If we are to grow as an organization, we need to expand our 
thinking.  We would like to tap the vast talents and network of contacts of our membership, These contribu-

tions could be intellectual, technical or physical.   

     Each event we hold is unique, in that each has different needs.  Whether it be food or beverage donations, 

talent or entertainers, or other personal talents discussed below. 

Information is the key to any organization and we try to provide it on our web site as best we can, but like any 

good web site,  it is a "full time job".  

     We would like to find some members who are versed in web management to assist our webmaster with 

gathering and posting pertinent information for our members.   

Our Magazine Editor is doing a fantastic job with the Quarterly Magazine.  Gathering content for a magazine 
usually requires a staff of contributors.  If you are interested in contributing or gathering information or writ-

ing for the magazine,  we want you. 

     We have some ideas for our events, but these ideas cost money.  We would like to have some of these ide-
as sponsored by businesses, who in turn would be promoting themselves.  We are looking for members who 
are versed in “sales”, because they would , in fact, be selling a specific  idea or event that the sponsor can 
finance.   One of these ideas, for example, might be a video biography of each year’s Gala Honorees.  A video 
could be underwritten by a sponsor who would be displayed in the credits.  This video would be played at the 
Gala to introduce our honorees and then would be posted on our web site to further benefit the sponsor(s) 
and promote our Gala.  This is something that could continue year to year provided the sponsors would con-
tinue their participation.  Any documentary film or video has multiple sponsors deferring the costs. Therefore 

selling the idea to multiple sponsors would be essential. 

     Many police officers have other professions, such as music entertainment, carpentry, electrical, or possi-
bly even videography.  The videographer may want to take on a project such as the video mentioned above. 
 The member involved in music entertainment may want to promote his business by “playing” at our Pasta 

Night, Annual Picnic, Gala or other events. 
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GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG  

FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION 

AND INFORMATION 

 
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2014 Membership Dues of $25 to 
keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as our scholarship and 
"good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. Our Dues Payment via PayPal 
has taken off and at least 20% of our membership have now renewed on-line, as well as New Members joining and 

paying their dues fully on-line.  

This year we will be pushing our dues renewal campaign via email, to the on-line system. Please take advantage of 
it.  It is simple & secure. You will start seeing the 2014 dues reminders starting in November. Take advantage. No 

PayPal account, No Worries.  The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please 
make checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number if possible.  

Mail to: I.A.P.S. of N.J., 729 Indian Road, Wayne NJ, 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR  DUES 
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T H E  I TA L I A N  AM E R I C A N  P O L I C E  
S O C I E T Y  O F  N E W  J E R S E Y  

M AI N TA I N S  A  L AW  
E N F O R C E M E N T  C AL E N D A R  F O R  
G R O U P S  AN D  D E PA R T M E N T S  T O  
A D V E R T I S E  L AW  E N F O R C E M E N T  

R E L AT E D  E V E N T S .  W E  I N V I T E  
O T H E R  L AW  E N F O R C E M E N T  

O R G A N I Z AT I O N S ,  U N I O N S  A N D  
D E PA R T M E N T S  T O  S E N D  

I N F O R M AT I O N  F O R  P O S T I N G  T O  
P R E S I D E N T @ I A P S N J . O R G .  T H E  

C AL E N D A R  C A N  B E  S E E N  
AT H T T P : / / W W W . I AP S N J . O R G /

C AL E N D A R /  

MEMBER NEWS 

     If you wish to continue receiving 

these magazines and your dues are 

not up to date please renew your 

membership in a timely manner.   

     We’d hate to lose you as part of 

our IAPSNJ family. 

http://www.iapsnj.org/duespay
http://www.iapsnj.org/application/
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On Thursday, March 27th we were honored to attend this great event with many 
of the Director’s family, friends and dignitaries at the Park Savoy in Florham 

Park, NJ.    
As expected the Park Savoy was packed and a great time was had by all.  It 

was a great send off! 
The IAPSNJ would  like to wish Sam great health and success in all his future 

endeavors. 
 

Congratulations  

to IAPSNJ Executive Board Member  

Captain Daniel Sollitti  

of the Jersey City Police Department and Jersey 

City EMS Supervisor Andy Ibanez who were  

honored in this years Cinco de Mayo Parade in 

Jersey City.  

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.orgVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.orgVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Newark Police Director Samuel DeMaio Retires 

In Photo (L~R) Bill  Schievella, Anthony Ambrose, Sam DeMaio and Patrick Minutillo 
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Managing Burnout 
By engaging in preventative techniques, burnout can be avoided or caught at its earliest signs. 

Once you recognize it has begun to take hold some simple life changes can be made to reverse the 

effects. We practice (and teach): 

1.)    Play harder than you work, making sure pleasurable events in your life are just as intense as 
the seriousness of your job. Create time for laughter, fun, and excitement. 

2.)    Surround yourself with positive people. Negative people feed you negative energy and be-
come emotionally draining. Positive people generally have good coping skills and are better at 

problem-solving life’s stressors. They make you feel good when you are around them and positive 
experiences heal negative ones and give you energy to draw against when stress reappears. 

3.)    Identity your areas of repetitive stress and develop a plan to build better resiliency, coping 
skills, and a plan of attack to manage the stress.  

4.)    Take care of your basic needs such as eating healthy, exercise, and getting enough sleep. 
Limit alcohol use since it is a depressant.  

5.)    Have hobbies that are not related to the cop world to provide balance. 
6.)    Volunteer in an organization where you know you are making a difference, that takes you 

away from the identity of a cop for a while. 

Teaching yourself to recognize and manage burnout is imperative to the overall happiness and  
stability in your job and life. Teaching others in law enforcement is key to the best success of the 

profession. 

Thanks to PoliceOne.com 

6 Ways to Beat Burnout in a LEO 
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On Wednesday, 
May 7th Teressa 

Marie took the day 
with her mother’s 

Lemon Butter 
Chicken with      

Asparagus on the 
very popular  

Channel 7 show 
“The Chew” 

Congratulations Theressa Marie! 

The winner of  WABC's show "The 
Chew" 1st Mom's Recipe Cook Off,  
daughter of  Life Member Anthony 
“Espo” Esposito, Teressa Marie.  

 

On May 10th  members of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey attended the 27th   
Annual Banquet of the Hispanic American Law Enforcement Association in Hudson County.    

Congratulations to the police officers and members that were recognized for their service and  
outstanding police work by the organization. Pictured above are members of the Association's  

Executive Board along with our officers and National Coalition President Antonio Hernandez and 

Hudson County Freeholder and IAPSNJ member Anthony Romano.. 
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Congratulations to Director Rocco Miscia of 
the Essex County College Police Academy on 

being featured in May’s edition of NJ Blue 
Magazine. Under Director Miscia's               

leadership the ECCPA remains the states   
largest and most innovative training academy 

developing new programs for the law            
enforcement and public safety community of 
Northern New Jersey. The Italian American   
Police Society of New Jersey is proud of its 

member  Rocco Miscia!  

SHIP, the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program, began operations on March 5, 
1984 in response to the unheeded cry of the many women, children and men who 

are in desperate need of emergency housing and associated services.   

SHIP is a faith based, interfaith and community funded, assisted and supported, 
grassroots organization. 

Congratulations to National Council    

President  

Joseph Guagliardo  

on receiving the Cavaliere de la Republica 
Award this past June 2nd at the Italian 
Consulate in NYC. This is the highest 

award granted by the Italian government 
to a non Italian citizen. Joe has been an 

outstanding leader of Italian Americans in 
civil service for many years and was a 

highly decorated police officer  

Joe,  we salute you!   

http://ship908.com/
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Carving a Niche for Himself; The Untold Story of Luigi Del 

Bianco and Mount Rushmore, author Douglas J. Gladstone’s 

valentine to the obscure Italian American immigrant who 

served as chief carver of the Mount Rushmore National        

Memorial, will be published by Bordighera Press, it was            

recently announced. 

Featuring a foreword by Italian American businessman Robert 

Benedetto, the chairman of Benedetto Guitars in Savannah, 

Georgia, Carving a Niche for Himself examines the selfless  

efforts of five time Parent's Choice award winner Lou Del  

Bianco, a children's performer and storyteller from Port    

Chester, New York, to honor his late grandfather. 

Though Rushmore sculptor and designer Gutzon Borglum's 

own correspondence in the Library of Congress clearly       in-

dicates that Luigi Del Bianco was the glue that held the project 

together, Del Bianco for some inexplicable reason has never 

received the credit in scholarly publications or documentaries on the creation of the memorial that many     

Individuals believe he is deserving of. 

 Among the work they did together prior to Mount Rushmore, Del Bianco worked with Borglum on the Wars of 

America Memorial in Newark, New Jersey. Del Bianco resided at a boarding house at 10 Sixth Street and 565 

North Main Street when he lived in Barre, Vermont from 1908 through 1915. 

 Del Bianco's studio was a fixture on Clinton Street, in Port Chester, New York, for years following his time at 

the monument. The book takes the National Park Service to task for its failure to honor Del Bianco,              

despite the agency touting a long standing policy of pluralism and multiculturalism. 

 A native of Meduno in the Province of Pordenone, Del Bianco died on January 20, 1969 of accelerated        

silicosis that was brought on, in part, by his years of not wearing a mask while working at the monument. His 

only surviving child resides in West Hollywood. 

 Carving a Niche for Himself, which is Gladstone’s second book, is scheduled to be released in April 2014. 

The author’s critically acclaimed first book, A Bitter Cup of Coffee; How MLB & The Players Association 

Threw 874 Retirees A Curve (Word Association Publishers, 2010), was widely credited with helping retired  

Major League Baseball (MLB) players win long overdue financial compensation from MLB. 

 Headquartered at 25 West 43rd Street in New York City, Bordighera Press is recognized as the foremost   

publisher of Italian-American literature and poetry in North America. Featuring works by or about Italian and 

Italian American authors and topics, it has produced groundbreaking scholarship and research consistently 

used in university courses. Founded in 1989 by Fred Gardaphé, Paolo Giordano, and Anthony Juilan         

Tamburri, Bordighera Press’ books are carried by Small Press Distribution. 

 The book retails for (a monumentally low) $12 per copy. To order it, call Small Press Distribution at   (800)  

869-7553.  Or you can visit the following link: http://www.spdbooks.org/Producte/9781599540672/carving

-a-niche-for-himself-the-untold-story-of-luigi-del-bianco-and-mount-rushmore.aspx?rf=1 

  OF INTEREST   OF INTEREST 
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     Jerome Caminada, born from an Italian father and 
Irish mother, was a real-life Victorian super-sleuth 

whose ground-breaking detective work in the notorious 
rookeries of 19th century Manchester earned him a 

place in the city’s history as the first Detective           
Superintendent. 

 

 

     Jerome Caminada (1844 – March 1914) was a 19th-century 

police officer in Manchester, England.   Caminada served with 

the police between 1868 and 1899, and has been called Man-

chester's Sherlock Holmes.  In 1897 he became the city's 

first CID superintendent. His most famous case was the Manchester Cab Murder of 1889, in 

which he discovered and brought the initially unknown perpetrator to trial and conviction only 

three weeks after the murder. 

     Caminada was born in Deansgate, Manchester in 1844, to an Irish mother and an Italian fa-

ther. At that time, Deansgate consisted mostly of public houses, brothels, and poor quality hous-

ing for mill workers, and was the heart of Victorian Manchester's crime world. 

     He began working as an engineer in the city, but in February 1868, he joined the Manchester 

City Police force, at the age of 24. In 1872 he was promoted to sergeant, and transferred to the 

newly formed detectives division, based in the town hall. Over his thirty-year career, he earned 

the respect of colleagues, judges and criminals alike; he was often known as Detective Jerome to 

the local criminals, who struggled with pronouncing his last name. 

     In 1888, Caminada's national reputation for policing – he was reportedly responsible for the 

imprisonment of 1,225 criminals and for the closure of 400 public houses – earned him promotion 

to inspector. Threats on his life were commonplace; Caminada often carried a pistol, and had 

cause to use it on more than one occasion. 

     His policing style was eccentric by modern standards, and often involved dressing in disguise 

to gather evidence on suspects. He maintained a large network of informers, who he would often 

meet in St. Mary’s Church, known as the Hidden Gem. His methods were effective however, and 

he was soon made Detective Superintendent.. 

     Caminada retired in 1899, and become a private detective, an estate agent, and a Manchester 

city councillor for Openshaw between 1907 and 1910. He died in 1914 at his home in Moss 

Side at the age of 70, as a result of injuries he had received in a bus accident in North Wales the 

previous year. He is buried in Manchester's Southern Cemetery.  

 

The Real Sherlock Holmes: The 
Hidden story of  Jerome Caminada 
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     It has been over ninety years 
since the death of the man known 
as the “greatest tenor of the centu-
ry:” and to this day, fourteen years 
into the next century, the title still 
invokes the name Enrico Caruso. 
Every tenor heard today, no matter 
how rich the quality of his voice, is 
compared to Caruso.  Caruso’s 
recordings, ninety-three years after 
his death are still selling.  It is said 
that there are more books about 
the life and art of Caruso than any 
other singer.  
      As well, there are certain mile-
stones in his life of which most 
people may not be aware.  What is 
most interesting is the fact that 
Caruso’s baptismal name was not 
“Enrico,” but “Errico.” Errico was 
born to Anna and Marcellino Caru-
so, on February 5, 1873, in the city 
of Naples, Italy, the third of seven 
children.   
      They were a poor, working 
class family and for a while, Errico 
worked alongside his father in a 
factory.   
His mother, however, wanting 
something better for her son, in-
sisted that he get at least a basic 
education. 
      When he was not involved in 
his studies, he sang in the church 
choir and it was here that those 
around him began to take notice: 
In their midst stood an eleven-year
-old boy who possessed a voice of 
distinct quality and potential prom-
ise. Anna perceived her son’s 
talents to be a blessing and she 
encouraged him to pursue a life of 
music. He was still quite young 

when his mother died, but her 
words remained with him and 
served to strengthen his de-
termination.   
      To help support his fami-
ly, Errico worked as a street 
singer and performed in cafes 
and private parties as well. It 

was at this point of his life that he 
met and befriended Eduardo 
Missiano, another singer with a 
baritone voice.  Missiano hap-
pened to be the son of wealthy 
parents while Caruso was not so 
fortunate.   
     Another version as to how the 
two young men met describes 
them as being swimming buddies 
who did their swimming in the Bay 
of Naples.  The manner in which 
they met is seemingly unimportant. 
The fact is that these two future 
opera singers were about to forge 
a lifetime friendship based on mu-
tual support. The drama which 
destiny had intended for them 
would not be one performed be-
fore the footlights of a stage.   
      One day, for no apparent rea-
son or simply goofing around, 
Errico began singing.  Eduardo 
was amazed at the quality of his 
friend’s voice and asked him if he 
had ever taken singing lessons. 
Errico responded that he didn’t 
have the money to pay for les-
sons.   
      “Don’t worry,” said Eduardo, “I 
know a teacher who takes pupils 
for nothing.  I’m one of his paying 
pupils and he’ll take you if I ask 
him.”  So, Eduardo took his com-
panion to his teacher, Guglielmo 
Vergine. After hearing Errico sing, 
the voice coach’s remarks were 
less than flattering, saying that 
Errico had only a “small voice” and 
that he was not interested in 
teaching him. 
       Eduardo, who would not take 
no for an answer, argued, “But he 

has been singing all day and he’s 
nervous.  Won’t you let him come 
back and try again?”  The teacher 
refused.  Eduardo could not let it 
rest. He went to his father, who 
was quite influential, and arranged 
a second audition for Errico.  This 
time, the teacher thought better of 
Errico’s voice after hearing him 
sing Siciliano from the 
opera, Cavalleria Rusticana.  After 
the second audition, Guglielmo 
Vergine reconsidered.  
     Since Errico had no funds with 
which to pay for his lessons, Ver-
gine suggested that in lieu of pay-
ment for lessons, Errico sign con-
tract to pay Vergine 25% of his 
earnings for “five years of actual 
singing.”   
Between the two signatories to this 
contract, Vergine knew exactly 
what he was doing, while Errico 
did not.  At the age of eighteen, 
Errico was not familiar with the 
ways of the world and, as the say-
ing goes for many contracts, “the 
devil is in the details.”  In this case, 
the details would later come back 
to haunt him. 
  
     And so began the voice lessons 
under Guglielmo Vergine who 
suggested that Errico start by 
changing his name. “Errico,” said 
Vergine, “reflects too much of a 
Neapolitan dialect and Enrico will 
be better received by the pub-
lic.”  Hence forth, Errico would be 
known as Enrico: Enrico Caruso.   
      Young Caruso’s voice was not 
the manly, natural and lyrical 
sound that we have come to 
know.  His voice extended up to 
high “C” in its prime and grew in 
power and volume as he matured, 
made strong by years of hard 
work.  After the first three years of 
training filled with exercises, he 
began his work on reper-
toire.  Enrico went on to sing in the 

major opera houses of Europe for 
several years, portraying an array 
of roles in Italian and French, rang-
ing from lyrical to dramatic.   
      In good faith, Caruso fulfilled 
his obligation to Guglielmo Ver-
gine, paying the agreed upon 
amount of 25% of his earnings for 
the first five years of his profes-
sional career.  Everything seemed 
to be going so well when suddenly 
the inevitable happened: That 
unusual clause in the contract, 
“five years of actual singing,” had 
raised its ugly head to confront 
Caruso with a vengeance.   
      It was only then, he learned, 
that the meaning of the clause, 
“five years of actual singing” did 
not refer to a calendar period, but 
to actual performance days.  In 
other words five years, including 
one leap year, would amount to 
1,826 days for which Caruso 
would actually be required to per-
form. Under this interpretation, 
Caruso would be indebted to Ver-
gine for practically the rest of his 
life.   
      Like any disputed contract, this 
one found its way to a courtroom 
where the matter was settled by a 
judge who ordered Caruso to pay 
20,000 francs to Vergine. This final 
payment made by Caruso to Ver-
gine, in effect, terminated the con-
tract and settled the case. Caruso 
was now free to perform without 
contractual encumbrance and 
subsequently went on to sing at a 
number of theaters throughout 
Italy.   
      There are some who believe 
that the nightmarish contract he 
signed as a naïve young man had 
the beneficial effect of heightening 
his business acuity, for it soon 
became apparent that Enrico’s 
skills were not limited to his stage 
performances, but to his keen 
business sense as well. 
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     On December 26, 1900, Enri-
co Caruso celebrated the Christ-
mas season with his debut at La 
Scala by performing the part of 
Rodolfo in Giacomo Puccini’s La 
Bohème with Arturo Toscanini 
conducting. As his career ad-
vanced, he went on to please 
audiences in Monte Carlo, War-
saw, and Buenos Aires.  He ap-
peared before the Tsar and the 
Russian aristocracy at theMar-
iinsky Theater in Saint Petersburg 
as well as the Bolshoi Theater in 
Moscow. 
      In 1910, a landmark event 
occurred when he performed live 
from the stage of the New York 
Metropolitan Opera House in the 
first public radio broadcast to be 
transmitted in the United States.  
      He developed an enthusiasm 
for commercial sound recordings, 
which at that time were barely 
making an appearance in the 
music world.  Many opera singers 
of his time rejected the phono-
graph or the gramophone be-
cause of the low fidelity, but Caru-
so exploited the new technology 
and consequently began reaping 
an abundance of financial re-
turns.   
     Caruso’s voice possessed a 
richness of sound that was unex-
pectedly real on the scratchy 
gramophone of that period. Later 
recordings of slightly improved 
technology revealed even more of 
the golden timbre of his voice. He 
made more than two hundred and 
sixty recordings in America for 
the Victor Talking Machine Com-
pany, which later became known 
as RCA Victor.  Caruso earned 
millions of dollars in royalties from 
sales of 78 rpm disks.  In 1904, 
Caruso set the bar for record 
sales when the single recording 
of Vesti la Giubba from Leonca-
vallo’s opera Pagliacci sold over a 
million copies.   
     Only after Enrico’s opera-
singer friends realized the amount 
of money which could be earned 

recording, did they have a change 
of heart. They virtually lined up to 
get their share of recording royal-
ties. 
      With the passage of time, the 
youthful days of Enrico and Edu-
ardo were all but forgotten. Each 
man had taken his own path in life 
and gone his separate way with 
no further contact between 
them.  And in that time, the scale 
of fortunes had reversed. Enrico 
was now rich and successful, 
while Eduardo had fallen into a 
state of poverty.  
      Besides having wealth and 
influence, Enrico was known to be 
generous to his friends. He also 
possessed a long memory and 
was not likely to forget his friend. 
Upon hearing of Eduardo’s finan-
cial situation, Enrico went to his 
other friend, a gentleman named 
Giulio Gatti-Gasazza, who hap-
pened to be the general manager 
of theMetropolitan Opera in New 
York City, to ask that Eduardo 
Missiano be allowed to audi-
tion.  Eduardo’s audition went well 
and he went on to sing the bari-
tone parts in many operas at the 
Metropolitan.   
      Enrico Caruso was a person 
to be loved.  He was adored by 
countless fans, many of whom 
acknowledged their admiration by 
mail.  One day, however, among 
his fan mail, came an unusual 
note requesting payment of 
$2,000.  The note depicted draw-
ings of a hand and a dagger and 
included a threat that if the 
amount were not paid, he could 
expect to be the recipient of bodi-
ly harm, kidnapping, arson or 
murder. 
     Such notes were typically sent 
out by nefarious characters who 
crawled out of the woodwork at 
the first smell of money.  They 
imprinted a hand in black ink sig-
nifying the nameLa Mano Ne-
ra (The Black Hand Society), and 
included drawings such as a dag-
ger or a smoking gun or a hang-

man’s noose.   
      In this case, the nefarious 
character in question was one 
Ignazio Saietta, a  Sicilian gang-
ster in New York’s Little Italy who 
demanded that the money be 
delivered to a drop-off 
point.  Caruso, who simply want-
ed to continue in his career with a 
clear mind, decided to pay the 
$2,000 and be done with it.   Igna-
zio, however, got greedy. Proba-
bly figuring Caruso to be a soft 
touch because of his quick re-
sponse to the first note, Ignazio 
decided to send him another, this 
time demanding $15,000.    
      Enrico didn’t need a crystal 
ball to see where this was going. 
Unless he took immediate action 
against the extortionists, the de-
mands for money would never 
cease.  This time the incident was 
reported to the police who ar-
ranged for the money to be deliv-
ered to the drop-off point, result-
ing in the arrest of two men.   
    Enrico and Eduardo, who had 
come to aid one another in their 
time of need, remained friends 
until one day when Eduardo died 
quite suddenly.  Enrico told of a 
bizarre conversation he had with 
Eduardo shortly before his death: 
     “Two days before he died, 
Missiano had a dream.  He 
dreamed he was back in Naples 
and a man approached him with 
five pieces of wire.  ‘Three of 
these pieces are to 
go to Panazzi,’ the 
man in the dream 
said. ‘The two oth-
ers are for you.’ 
Panazzi was a 
friend of Missiano 
and myself who had 
died three years 
before. Missiano 
and I talked about 
the dream and we 
could see no other 
interpretation except 
a reference to Missiano’s own 
death. Whether the two pieces of 

wire meant two days, two weeks 
or two years, we could not tell. 
Poor Missiano! They meant two 
days.”  
     Eduardo Missiano had a wife 
and three children living in Na-
ples. Consequently, Enrico took 
charge of his friend’s body and 
arranged for it to be shipped back 
to Naples for burial.  Later, Enrico 
Caruso and Pasquale Amato 
recorded a duet from La Forza del 
Destino and donated the entire 
proceeds from that recording to 
the family of Eduardo Missiano.  
     It wasn’t long after his friend’s 
death that Enrico suffered an on-
stage injury when a falling pillar 
on the set of Samson and Delilah 
struck him on the back.  This 
injury is believed to have trig-
gered a growing illness.  He soon 
suffered a chill and developed a 
cough which appeared to be 
bronchitis.  His health continued 
to deteriorate. 
     After having undergone sever-
al surgical procedures to drain 
fluid from his chest and lungs, he 
returned to Naples to recuperate, 
only to suffer further complica-
tions and eventually pass 
away.  Enrico Caruso’s career 
spanned 25 years from 1895 to 
1920.  He was considered to be 
one of the first examples of media 
celebrity throughout the world and 
continues to hold the title of “The 
World’s Greatest Tenor.” 

Caruso~ Continued 



IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine July 2014  Summer Edition

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Page 22  Volume 1 ,  Issue 23  

Interview with John Sierchio 

On Pension Issues and Retirement 

Q.     First and foremost, congratulations on your very recent retirement after 

a very successful career with the Bloomfield PD.  I understand that you have 

also relinquished your position as a Trustee with the NJ PFRS, where you 

proved a great asset for all of us over the years.  On behalf of the IAPSNJ I 

would like to thank you for all your commitment and hard work over those 

years as our representative. 

 

     Thank you Pat, and I would like to thank all of the IAPSNJ members who 

overwhelmingly elected me to three 4 year terms. Serving 12 years as a 

Trustee for the Police and Firemen’s Retirement System representing 42,000 

members has been an honor and privilege. I coincided my retirement from the Bloomfield police depart-

ment with the end of my third term as pension trustee. I didn’t want to leave in the middle of my term be-

cause I didn’t want the PFRS board to be left without a police representative. That wouldn’t have been fair 

to the members who elected me to represent them. So I waited until my pension board term ended to retire 

from the police department.       

 

 Q.     As we speak, 401(k) plans, a disaster for retirement security in the private sector, are now being se-

riously considered for public pensions here in New Jersey.  Reportedly, this ill-conceived hybrid plan is be-

ing considered to forestall another debt-ratings downgrade.  Do you believe, as I do, that this plan, if imple-

mented, will prove detrimental to our system and its members and is in fact a basically naively and danger-

ous concept? 

 

    Pat, actually I would love to see this 401(k) hybrid plan implemented within the New Jersey pension sys-

tem but not for police and fire. Now some people are going to say that I’m crazy or I’m being selfish, so let 

me explain. The PFRS pension system does not allow part time employees, we are all full time employees 

who are always going to pay 10% or more of our annual salary as pension contributions. This is our prima-

ry job. It’s our main source of income. The PFRS pension system will never have a member pay a few hun-

dred dollars a year for 20 years as pension contributions and then get appointed to some $100,000 dollar a 

year job just three years before they retire and have their pensions based on that $100,000 dollar salary. 

That type of abuse is not allowed in PFRS but it is allowed in PERS, and it happens all the time. There are 

nearly 40,000 part time employees in the PERS pension system and a large amount of them will retire with 

full time salaried pensions. We read about it all the time. It’s absurd that part timers are even allowed in the 

pension system. Can someone tell me why Senators, Assemblymen, their staff, Freeholders, Mayors, 

councilmen, municipal prosecutors, municipal judges, town attorneys, assistant town attorneys, municipal 

public defenders, and part time tax assessors, just to name a few, are in our state pension system? And 

the list of part time positions goes on and on. These jobs are not their primary source of income. They 

wouldn’t be able to support their families in the State of New Jersey on the salaries they make from those 

jobs, but they do earn pension credits which will pay them huge dividends at the end of their part time ca-

reers and it will allow them to retire with a full time tax payer paid pension.  If the 401 (k) hybrid plan was 

implemented, it would definitely curtail all the abuse. Let me explain. For example, a councilmen making 
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$7500.00 per year and paying 6.5% of that salary into the pension system is actually only contributing 

$487.50 into the pension system per year. Now let’s say he does that for 20 years, his total contributions are 

still only $9750 for a total of 20 years of part time public service. Then he gets a $100,000 dollar per year 

job for 3 years and pays another $19,500 dollars for contributions over those 3 years. He actually only paid 

$29,250 total dollars into the pension system but can collect nearly $50,000 dollars a year for the rest of his 

life as a pension. There is something wrong with that. It’s a Ponzi scheme and tens of thousands of political-

ly connected people benefit from this. With this so-called 401(k) plan, they would only collect the amount of 

money they contributed plus any returns on investments. That would be more than fair. Having some part 

time employee collect more in 1 year than they paid over their career, should be illegal. The pension system 

was designed to supplement the income of a full time employee upon his or her retirement.    
   

Q.     A lot of our members have been expressing concern, if not fear, over the state of our pension system 

and what impact the current payment reductions and other uncertainties will have on their future retire-
ments.  Many retirees, who have already experienced the loss of their COLA, are concerned about the sol-
vency of the system and are confused about what the future might hold if things continue to spiral down-
wards.   Can you provide any clarity to these concerns?  
 

     Absolutely. As I have said for years, the Police and Firemen’s pension system is not the problem. We 

are currently funded at 73.12%. The local side of our system is funded at 76.69% and the state side is fund-
ed at 48.55%. Could it be better, yes, but according to national standards, 73.12% is not too bad. PFRS 
members have always paid pension contributions and the local employers have been paying their required 
pension contributions for the last several years. It’s the state that hasn’t been paying their share of pension 
contributions, but that doesn’t affect PFRS that much. Our pension system is made up of mostly local em-
ployees, which consists of county and municipal employees. We have 40,372 active members in PFRS and 
only 7,098 are state employees. So when the state does make its required payment, PFRS doesn’t get 
much of that money anyway. Of the required state pension payment of nearly $1.8 billion dollars for fiscal 
year 2014, the PFRS was only going to get $167 million dollars of that money anyway. That’s not much in 
the grand scheme of things. So when the state doesn’t make its required payments, it doesn’t impact PFRS 
that much. Yes, should we and would we like to get that money, of course we would, but the state missing 
their payment is not going to make or break the PFRS pension system. I really wish our members would 
understand that. Our number one fight should not be whether the state should make their pension contribu-
tion or not, our number one fight should be to totally separate the pension systems. Let every system stand 
alone and then fix the systems that have the problems. PFRS will easily survive. Yes we have some prob-
lems, but not as much as the other systems, and our problems, I believe have easy solutions. I laugh all the 
time when I hear our union leadership complain about the $167 million dollar payment the state isn’t making 
into the PFRS pension system. They constantly complain about the so-called double-dippers, who accord-
ing to news articles cost the system about $10 million dollars annually, yet they are silent about the $220 
million dollars PFRS is paying this year on bogus disability claims. It’s amazing. We’re protecting the people 
who just don’t want to work at the expense of the people who are currently working and the people who 
completed their 25 year careers.                  
  
Q.      Now that you’ve retired from Bloomfield PD and relinquished your position with the PFRS what are 

your future plans?    Can I assume that as President and Founder of Public Safety United that it is your 
intention to remain active in law enforcement issues, particularly pension issues and concerns? 

 

     I have been very lucky throughout my career to have made many friends. The friendships I have built, 

have led to some good opportunities for me in the future. I’ll take my time and see what the future holds but 
I will certainly make sure that I do something that I like to do opposed to something I have to do. And yes, I 
will absolutely remain very active in law enforcement and pension issues. I worked almost 28 years in law 
enforcement to earn my pension and benefits. I refuse to let anyone take them away from me without a 
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fight.  Regarding Public Safety United, the fallacy and rumors being spread is that I started this organization 
alone and its purpose was to support Chris Christie. I laugh when I hear that. That is so far from the truth. 
The reality is that in 2009/2010, I was approached by many good respected union members throughout the 
state who wanted to form another union. The concern was that there was no dialogue with the Governor or 
Legislature and rumors were starting to swirl about pension and benefit reform. I have always been against 
starting another union, but I have always and will always believe that no one can fight for you, better than you 
can fight for yourself. As an active member, I along with everyone else placed my working future in someone 
else’s hands to negotiate and now we’re paying 10% pension contributions and 35% health care contribu-
tions. I refuse to place my retiree future in those same hands. After the passage of Chapter 78, we all had a 
meeting and decided to start Public Safety United, not as a union or bargaining agent, but as an organiza-
tion. There are nearly 40 retiree organizations in New Jersey and hardly any of them lobby for themselves. 
Many of them aren’t even allowed to lobby for themselves, they must have the active unions lobby for them, 
that’s ridiculous. The passing of Chapter 78 clearly separated the issues of active and retired members in 
PFRS. The active members have the PBA, FOP, FMBA and the IAFF to lobby for them so we created Public 
Safety United to lobby for retirees. We also formed this organization in a way that our membership is unlim-
ited and can grow without limitations. Our members consist of law enforcement officers, firefighters, EMT’s, 
paramedics and we even allow associate members. Our thought process behind allowing associate mem-
bers is that we realize there are only 2 things elected officials care about, and that’s who can write them a 
check and who can get them votes. As Public Safety United continues to grow in membership, our voice will 
continue to become louder. The retirees must organize and fight for themselves, we can’t expect the active 
members to fight for us. They have their own issues that they will have to fight for in the future. You know the 
old phrase, if you don’t have a seat at the table, you will become part of the menu. We haven’t had a seat at 
the table since 2009 and look what happened, we were eaten alive. I refuse to let that happen again. If we 
don’t establish dialogue with the Governor and educate the legislature, we will become dessert this time.    
         Q.    As we speak unions are preparing lawsuits over $2.4 billion pension cuts, a recent article in NJ 
Spotlight indicated that our governor now has precedent to target free healthcare for retirees next.  While he 
cut $2.4 billion in pension payments as a short-term fix for his latest budget shortfall, the governor is more 
likely to propose deep cuts in retiree healthcare costs than accrued pension benefits when he unveils his 
long-term plan to deal with the state’s $90 billion in unfunded retiree liabilities. 

      It was reported that even though no state has succeeded in cutting the actual monthly pension benefits 

earned by retirees, courts across the country have upheld the authority of state and city governments to cut 

retiree healthcare benefits, notably including an Illinois law that ended free lifetime healthcare coverage for 

retirees with more than 20 years of service.  What is your opinion on this most recent issue to surface? 
 
     This is why retirees need to unite and lobby for themselves. Don't expect someone else to do it for you. 
We need to have dialogue with our elected officials and educate them on our benefits, something that has 
been clearly lacking. Most police officers and firemen have their health benefits paid for by their local employ-
er and NOT by the state. Local employers have the right to negotiate higher health care premium sharing 
during contract negotiations, so the state should just stay out of it and let the local employers deal with their 
own locations. The state does have the right to deal with the people they pay health benefits for, and that's 
what they should be focusing on, but that should be done through negotiations, not legislation. Also, the 
PFRS is solvent. We are not the problem. We need to separate the pension systems. 
Finally I will say this. If the state can’t pay the $2 billion dollar pension payment this year, what happens in 
fiscal year 2018 when the State’s pension payment is $5.5 billion dollars? How are they going to pay for that? 
$5.5 billion dollars is nearly 1/6th of the state’s budget, and that’s just for a pension payment, no services in-
cluded. Whoever the Governor is then will not be able to pay that pension payment without another round of 
drastic changes. We’re going to be in real trouble then. As members, we need to mobilize now and prepare 
for 2018. We can’t afford not to.   
     Thank you John for always being available with your insight and cooperation throughout the years.  
You’ve always been a good friend and a reliable source to ascertain actual facts so as to avoid all the rumors 
and speculation that we deal with on a regular basis.  I look forward to working with you in your future en-
deavors, of which I’m sure there will be many.   
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2014 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey is proud to announce its 2014 
Scholarship Recipients. These ten college bound students received $1,000        

memorial scholarships at the our Annual Family Scholarship Breakfast on June 8th.   
Congratulations to all these outstanding students and their families. 

 

Trooper Philip Lomonico Memorial Scholarship  

Alexa Rae Pantina  
Governor Livingston HS, Berkley Heights 

Det. Marc DiNardo Memorial Scholarship  

Anthony Carmen Yannuzzi 
Seton Hall Preparatory HS, West Orange 

Mary Ann Collura Memorial Scholarship  

Jutin Corio 

Bloomfield HS 

Captain Kathy Mazza Memorial Scholarship  

Nicole Trucillo 

St. John Vianney HS, Holmdel 

Sgt. John Raineri Memorial Scholarship  

Dante Michael Pasquale 

Morris Knolls HS, Denville 

Det. Joseph DiTommasso Memorial Scholarship  

Giovanni Iemmello 

Randolph HS 

Lt. Rocco Nisivoccia Memorial Scholarship  

Michael Trama 

Kearny HS 

Prosecutor Andrew Ruotolo Memorial Scholarship  

John Zachary Korin 

Bergen Catholic HS, Oradell 

IAPSNJ President's Scholarship 

Matthew Alphonsus Stiehler 

Philipsburg HS 

Alphonse Sierchio Memorial Scholarship  

Nicole Alyssa Attanasio 

Governor Livingston HS, Berkeley Heights 

http://iapsnj.org/scholarships
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Our sincere condolences to  
 Superintendent of Police 

 Jerry Speziale 

 

on the passing of his wife  
 

Magdalena "Maggie" Speziale 

 
Magdalena “Maggie” Reinhardt Speziale age 51 
of Wayne passed peacefully on Easter Sunday, 

April 20, 2014. 

Sincere Condolences to  

Monsignor Christopher Hynes  

and the Hynes family and friends  

on the passing of his mother 

 

Marion Carmel Hynes (Ouifero), 84, 

  

 who passed away peaceably at home on May 3, 2014. 

 
Sincere condolences to 

 
Det. Sgt. Jeffrey Marsella 

 

and the Marsella family on the passing of his mother 
 

BEATRICE C. MARSELLA  92   

 

on May 5,2014  

http://www.iapsnj.org/category/deepest-sympathy/
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CONDOLENCES 
Deepest Sympathy – Eugene P. Rolandelli 

We are saddened about the sudden passing of Eugene (Gino) Rolandelli, 

retired from the Port Authority Police. 

September 18, 1956 – March 31, 2014 

Eugene P. Rolandelli “Gino”, 57, of Bloomfield died on Monday, March 31, 

2014. He was born and raised in Newark and has lived in Bloomfield for 

the past 34 years. Gene joined the Newark Police Dept. in 1977 and was 

a police officer for the Port Authority of NY and NJ from 1980, until his  

retirement in 2001. He also was the owner of The Original Chris’ Red Hots in Newark. 

Our sincere condolences to  

Ralph Marotti  

and the Marotti family on the loss of his father  

 

Frank P. Marotti, Jr. 

 

Mr. Frank P. Marotti Jr., 65, of the Silver Lake section of    
Belleville, N.J., passed away on Saturday, April 12, 2014, at the 

Clara Maass Medical Center, Belleville.  

Our sincere condolences to  

Captain Ron Squillace   

New York Greenwood Lake Police 

and  

Special Officer John Squillace  

Hackensack Police Department 

on the loss of their mother 

Eleanor N. Squillace  

of Boca Raton, Florida, formerly of Hackensack, who passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, April 19, 2014, at the age of 93 years.  

Prior to retiring she was the owner of Physicians and Surgeons Exchange of Hackensack for more 
than 35 years 
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Member News 

Congratulations to IAPSNJ Director 
 Vince Nardone  

on being elected as a Commissioner on the         
Hunterdon County Crimestoppers.  

Crimestoppers is a huge help to law            
enforcement and we know that Vince will be 
a tremendous asset to this new organization 

as he is to ours.  

PROMOTION CONGRATULATIONS 

to 

West Orange Police Officers  

Matthew Fuela  

Who was promoted to the rank of Captain 

and 

 John Morella 

who was promoted to the rank  of       

Lieutenant 

The ceremony was held on April 2014 at 

the Wilshire Grand in West Orange. 

 

Good luck and great success to both Matt 

and John.   

 

Well deserved! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Thursday, November 13, 2014 

A screening of “Pay or Die”, Staring Ernest Borgnine 

Villa Rose Wine School, Madison,  NJ 

Admission Free for Members ~ BYOB ~ Pizza will be served 

More information to follow. 



IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine July 2014  Summer Edition

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org 

Lucky/Unlucky Numbers 

I always thought my great-
grandfather was kidding when 
he used to say number 13 was 
lucky. Apparently he was seri-
ous as the Italian concept of 

lucky and unlucky numbers is 
different from other parts of 
the world. Some older Italian 

Americans still hold the belief 
of lucky 13, especially when 

gambling, but it seems that in 
Italy the number 13 has    
started to have unlucky    
properties as well. The     

number 17 is considered   
unlucky for at least two     

reasons, both having to do 
with how it is written. When 17 

is written using Roman      
numerals XVII, it can be     

rearranged to spell the Roman 
word VIXI meaning "I have 
lived" and was found on    

ancient tombstones. When 
written using Arabic numerals 
17 are still considered unlucky 

since it resembles a man 
hanging from a gallows. 
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I A P S NJ  F A M I L Y  G O L D  C O U R T E S Y  C A R D S  
A VA I L A B L E  O N  O U R  

W E B  S I T E  

 

Either, or both, 
cards can be      
purchased       

directly from 
our web site at 

a very           rea-

sonable price.  

Check it out! 

 

Go to the ‘site 
map’ and look 

for Gold      
Courtesy Cards 
to order and to 
find frequently 

asked          

questions. 

Remember 

to check 
this       

magazine 
out in full 
color with 

active links 

on line 

at  

www. 

iapsnj.org 

IDIOTS…... 

Columbus Day is no more in Minneapolis! 
     The Minnesota city council voted unanimously this past May  to dump    
Columbus Day and rename it as Indigenous Peoples Day on all official 
city communications. 
     Columbus Day remains the most important institutionalized Italian 
American celebration, a day in which to celebrate the Italian American  
contribution to America. 

     Now the holiday is gaining a new identity in Minneapolis, as part of what 
the text of the resolution says is the city’s effort “to better reflect the        
experiences of American Indian people and uplift our country’s Indigenous 
roots, history, and contributions.” 

     New council member Alondra Cano introduced the change, with support 
from the Native American Community Development Institute. 

http://iapsnj.org/goldcards
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UNBELIEVEABLE!!!! 

 

A Camden police sergeant’s plan to get a disability pension by having his wife shoot him missed 
the target by more than a million dollars. 

A New Jersey pension board voted unanimously to strip Jeffrey Frett of all of his honorable pen-
sion service credits.   Frett’s unusual attempt to get a $50,000 a year tax-free disability retirement 
was reported by New Jersey Watchdog. 

Trustees of the Police and Firemen’s Retirement System roundly criticized the Camden County 
prosecutor’s sweetheart deal with Frett. 

“The county prosecutor’s office should be looked at for covering up a criminal incident so this gen-
tleman could get a pension costing taxpayers and the pension system almost $2 million,” said 
trustee John Sierchio. 

Trustee Richard D. Loccke said the prosecutor’s records show direct evidence of a conspiracy to 
defraud the pension system – plus a report of false information to the police and possession of a 
defaced weapon.  In addition, the prosecutor never charged the officer’s wife, who discharged the 
illegal gun within city limits when she took a shot at her husband. 

“Somehow the Camden prosecutor’s office took multiple criminal acts, reduced all of these indicta-
ble acts down to a disorderly (conduct) and let him resign from office,” said Loccke. “The penalty 
was less than a speeding ticket.” 

In November 2010, Frett had a plan: While he was alone on patrol in Camden one night, his wife 
would drive up in a dark van. She would shoot him in the leg, but not seriously hurt him. Then she 
would escape as an unknown assailant. 

Injured in the line of duty, Frett would retire on disability at age 40 to collect a tax-free pension for 
the rest his life. And they would live happily ever after. 

But that’s not what happened. 

The aim of Frett’s wife was not accurate that fateful evening. The bullet she fired at her husband 
hit his pants leg but missed him. Over police radio, Frett reported that he had been shot. 

A nearby plainclothes officer stopped the getaway van and apprehended Mrs. Frett.   Questioned 
by investigators, their plan was exposed. 

Under a deal with the county prosecutor, Frett pleaded guilty to one count of disorderly conduct in 
May 2011.  He was sentenced to probation, which ended when he paid $158 in fines and court 
costs. 

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.orgVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.orgVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

 

Did you know? The man who created 
Woody Woodpecker, cartoonist Walter 

Lantz (1899-1994), was Italian American. His 
parents were both Italian immigrants. His  
father’s last name, Lanza, was anglicized 

when he passed through Ellis Island.  
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

    

Inv.  Raymond Napolitano     Essex County Sheriff's Office  

Ptl.  Anthony Fortunato       Jersey City Police Department  

Ptl. Robert Blasi          Montville Twp. P.D.  

Asst. Pros. Catherine Healy-Tiscornia    Hudson County Pros. Office 

Inv. Raymond Napolitano     Essex County Sheriff's Office   

Ptl. Robert Magliari     NYPD 

Ptl. Patrick Magliari     NYPD 

Det. Donald  Reddin      Paterson P.D.                                               

S.O. Joe Vernotica    Essex Countyf Sheriff’s Office 

 

Associate Members 

Sup. Richard Giannetti     P.C. Richards 

John Schultz      J&S Towing, Union , NJ  
Honorary Members 

Jude-Anthony Tiscornia      

CONGRATULATIONS 
Essex County Crime Prevention       

Officers Association award being     
presented to  

ECCPA Director 
Rocco Miscia by           

Officer Gary 
Mankowitz and 

Chief Craig 
Handshuch of 
the Livingston 
Police Depart-

ment on         
Saturday, May 

3rd. 

For all our 

members 

and others  

who  

participated 

in this years  

Law  

Enforcement Torch Run. 

Our hats off to you all and 

thank you for your efforts. 
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Congratulations to Clifton Police Chief 

Gary Giardina  

on his retirement effective May 1, 2014 

 

Best of luck, health and success in your 
retirement and all your future endeavors. 

New Baby 
 

Congratulations to retired Port Authority                   

Officer Frank Gato  

on the birth of  his granddaughter  

 

Ava Debra 
 born 3/12/14 to Peter Gato and his wife Colleen. 

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.orgVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.orgVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

New Baby 

 
Congratulations to retired Passaic P.D. 

Officer Richard Williams on the birth of  his  

granddaughter 

 

Evangeline Cheryl Masotti  
born 8/10/13 to  Carly Williams-Masotti and                                

John Masotti. 
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     One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian 
American Police Society of New Jersey, 
in conjunction with our New Jersey Police Officers 
Foundation fund raising campaign, is our Safety 

Equipment give-a-way.           

     This is a presentation of a package of police safe-
ty / life saving equipment valued at $800.00* to active 
members of our organization who are full time police 

officers.      

       Effective Feb. 1, 2014 to be eligible for this give-
a-way program, you must be an active up-to-date 

dues paying member.  For members with  delinquent dues, you must bring your dues cur-
rent, paying for the lapsed time period of up to five years.  We will select 10 winners per 
year.   All that is needed for any active member in good standing, who meets the criteria, 
is for that member to fill out the   entry form below.  Then an entry is selected randomly, 
once a month for presentation to the winner at the general membership meeting.  
 Attendance at the meeting is required in order to receive your package.   If you have been 
selected to receive a package you will be notified by email and asked to confirm your at-
tendance. If you cannot attend the meeting your name will be returned to the data base for 
a chance at a future drawing.  Any questions, please contact Program Chairman, John 

Sisto at JSisto@iapsnj.org. 

 

     *”This package contains at least $800.00 worth of police related merchandise if pur-

chased separately.” 

     Over the last several years since the start of this important program we were honored 
to have given out over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by 
their respective departments.  We are happy to say that most officers are now provided 
vest by their departments.   We have therefore changed our program to provide these 

Equipment Packages from this point on. 

Please Fill out the Entry Form which can be found on our website. 

 

Good Luck and Stay Safe! 

Safety Equipment Program 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Eddie Crooker 

on his new position as 

Undersheriff of the Morris County Sheriff’s Office 

 Well deserved!  Good  luck and best wishes! 

http://iapsnj.org/safety
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The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey 
participated in the 2014 Special Olympics Summer 

Games on May 30th and 31st by presenting medals to 
the winning athletes. Members families assisted by 
presenting gifts to athletes in the law enforcement 

torch run tent. The Italian American Police Society of 
NJ is proud to remain a Platinum Sponsor and raised 
$20,000 this year to allow NJ athletes to participate in 

games and programs throughout the year free of 
charge. Thanks to all of our members that raised 
money, ran in the torch run and assisted at the 

games! It is an incredibly rewarding event for us all.  

IAPSNJ Board Members (L ~ R) John Stroka ,          
Bill Schievella, Rosie Minoughan, Bob Belfiore,      

Joe Simonetti and Vin Nardone 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON A GREAT JOB 

TO ALL THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED IN 

THIS YEAR’S  

POLICE UNITY TOUR 

 

THIS YEARS 18TH  BICYCLE                
SPECTACULAR ARRIVED AT THE             
NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT              
MEMORIAL THIS PAST MAY TO              

CELEBRATE 

POLICE WEEK. 

 

THE IAPSNJ IS VERY PROUD OF ALL OUR 
MEMBERS WHO ACCEPTED THE         

CHALLENGE. 

 IAPSNJ Board Members were proud to join our friend and associate Hudson 
County Sheriff Frank X. Schillari at his Spring Reception on Wednesday, May 

21st at The Venetian in Garfield  
In Photo (L~R) Joe Rutigliano, Rich Giordano, Joe Simonetti,  Sheriff Frank 

Schillari, Pat Minutillo, Matt Testa and Undersheriff Andrew Conte. 



IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine July 2014  Summer Edition

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

O n March 26th the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey held its general 
Membership Meeting at the Belleville Knights of Columbus. The organization 

swore in a new member and presented Safety packages to officers from the Union County 
PD and Howell PD. It was a great evening of food, networking and camaraderie. 
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MARCH MEETING 

Volume 1 ,  Issue 23  
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MAY MEETING 
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MAY MEETING 

Thursday, May 8th was our General 
Membership Dinner Meeting at Villa 

Maria located at 411 Broadway in   
Bayonne. As always Luciano did have 

a great meal prepared for our group.  

 

At this meeting we sworn in new 
members, recognized a newly        

promoted Chief and enjoyed the  
company of the LAPD. Motorcycle  

Officers that Al Attanasio 
had in town as guests be-

fore their journey to    

Washington DC. 
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Italian American Police Society 

Of New Jersey 

P.O. Box 352 

Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071  

 

AND 

 

 

 

We’re on the 

Web! 

www.iapsnj.org 

http://www.iapsnj.org/duespay
http://www.iapsnj.org/mc-email



