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September 24th 

Bella Napoli  

Bloomfield 

 

November 14th 

Marco Polo     

Summit 

 

January 15th 

Mountainside Inn  

Clifton 

 

March 26th     

Belleville Knights  

Belleville 

 

May 8th              

Villa Maria         

Bayonne 

 

2013 Columbus Day Parade Briefing Memo –See Page 35 
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     As the days of summer 
draw to a close and the fall is 
upon us, a very special time 
of the year for Italian Ameri-
cans begins.  October is a 
time of great significance for 
Italian Americans. Each year 
Italian Americans commemo-
rate their rich heritage in the 
month of October by cele-
brating Columbus Day. New 
Jersey is fortunate to have 
such a vibrant Italian Ameri-
can community that is pas-
sionate about its celebration 
of Columbus Day. It was only 
several years ago that the 
New Jersey State Legislature 
passed a law officially recog-
nizing October as Italian Her-
itage Month in the Garden 
State. At the time Senators 
Anthony Bucco of Morris 
County and Senator Paul 
Sarlo of Bergen County were 
instrumental in passing this 
important legislation. So 
many famous leaders in law 
enforcement, government, 
business and medicine from 

New Jersey have Italian 
American roots. I can recall 
Governor Chris Christie re-
membering his mother’s 
Italian heritage and its im-
pact it has made on his 
leadership as our state’s 
chief executive. As we pass 
these traits and customs 
from generation to genera-
tion we must be vigilant to 
ensure that future genera-
tions maintain our Italian 
American pride. Our ances-

tors took great care to assim-
ilate into this country to 
achieve the American dream. 
They learned the language 
and proudly wore the uni-
form of our armed forces to 
protect us from enemies. 
They proudly celebrated their 
Catholic faith in immigrant 
churches throughout the cit-
ies and towns of New Jersey. 
Our purpose should be to 
make sure that we never lose 
touch with these same val-
ues as generation’s age on.  

     This year the Italian Amer-
ican Police Society of New 
Jersey will mark the Colum-
bus Day holiday by proudly 
marching in several New Jer-
sey parades and will proudly 
march up 5th Avenue with its 
brothers and sisters from the 
NYPD. This year we will be 
led in these celebrations by 
our beautiful Parade Queen 
Miss Nicole Attanasio of 
Mountainside, NJ. The proud 
daughter of Lieutenant and 
Mrs. Allan Attanasio of the 

Mountainside Police Depart-
ment.  Nicole celebrates her 
Italian pride by her love of 
family, cooking and Italian 
language. Somerset County 
Sheriff Frank Provenzano will 
serve as our parade Grand 
Marshal with pride. As Som-
erset County’s first Italian 
American Sheriff, Proven-
zano has transformed the 
Somerset County Sheriff’s 
Office into one of the state’s 
most effective law enforce-
ment agencies.  

     Recently I had the pleas-
ure of attending the Festa 
Italiana at Holy Rosary 
Church in Jersey City as well 
as the Hoboken Italian festi-
val in Hoboken. These won-
derful celebrations of Italian 
culture bring us together as a 
community. I want to com-
mend Fest Chairman Nicho-
las Grillo for his hard work in 
making the Festa Italiana a 
success and to the Society 
Madonna Dei Martiri for 
sponsoring the Hoboken Ital-
ian Festival. I am proud to be 
affiliated with such prestig-
ious groups like these. I hope 
that you take the time to join 
us for the Columbus Day ac-
tivities and enjoy the camara-
derie and fun with New Jer-
sey’s Finest!  

 

Fraternally yours 

William Schievella, President  

PR E S I D E N T ’S  ME S S A G E  
BY :  B I L L  SC H I E V E L LA  
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     For all you retirees out there 
and future retirees: 

Update from Robert Brown: 
The law that suspended our CO-
LA was signed into law this past 
June 28, 2011. The Local Part of 
the PFRS was funded at 79.56% 
percent in FY 2010. At 78.0% per-
cent in FY 2011 and 77.8% per-
cent in FY 2012. Well above the 
Chapter 78 required arbitrary 
number of 75.0% percent for FY 
2012. FY 2013 ends this weekend 
on June 30th and we begin FY 
2014. Still no meeting yet sched-
uled by the PFRS Local Pension 
Committee to even think about 
reactivating the Local Part PFRS 
COLA. No COLA in 2012 and not 
expecting one this year in 2013 
either. And any possible reactiva-
tion of our COLA does not mean 
any retroactive COLA payments. 
That money increase in COLA 
that you expected since January 
1, 2012 is not coming. Please 
pass this factual information mes-

sage to your fellow PFRS Retir-
ees.  
 
     Interestingly, this past July the 
City of Detroit filed for bankruptcy.  
Why do we care?  Well, if you re-
member a while back a couple of 
smaller towns in California also 
claimed bankruptcy to absolve the 
taxpayers from their union’s col-
lective bargaining agreements.  
Now, Detroit is asking their public 
employees to accept pennies on 
the dollar on their benefits to save 
their city.  Naturally, the unions 
won’t buy this nonsense and it will 
undoubtedly end up in the courts 
but it’s something to keep track of.  
Like all those gourmet hamburg-
ers joints that are popping up all 
over New Jersey, these trends do 
seem to start out West, like in  
those smaller towns in California, 
and somehow eventually work 
their way East. Having retired 
from a financially distressed juris-
diction this scenario does not 
seem as far fetched as some 
would think it is. 
           Not to pull a chicken little, 
as people much more knowledge-
able than I have said that this 
could not happen in New Jersey, 
but the facts are that Detroit’s 
pensions earned by more than 
21,000 retired municipal employ-
ees have been placed on the ta-
ble as Detroit enters bankruptcy 
proceedings with debts that could 
amount to $20 billion. Labor un-
ions insist the $3.5 billion in pen-
sion benefits are protected by 
state law, but the city's emergen-
cy manager has included them 
among the $11 billion in unse-
cured debt that can be whittled 
down through bankruptcy.  
     The prospect of sharply re-

duced pension checks has sent a 
jolt through retired police officers 
and various other workers who 
always counted on their pensions 
— who sometimes sought promo-
tions just to sweeten the pot — 
and never imagined they could be 
in danger even as the city's wors-
ening finances finally led to its 
bankruptcy filing last month. 
     Since the current administra-
tions ongoing campaign here in 
New Jersey to vilify police officers 
and other public employees be-
cause of our legally incurred and 
verifiable pension benefits it would 
appear that we are now consid-
ered soft targets.  We have  now 
clearly become the scapegoats 
and punching bags for many 
elected officials who find it very 
easy to blame their ineptitude and 
poor management practices on 
public employees and their pen-
sion benefits.    
     In the Detroit situation to quali-
fy to bankruptcy, the city must 
prove it is insolvent and must 
show that it negotiated “in good  
faith” with it’s creditors or that it’s 
no longer practical to negotiate.  
The city must also prove that it 
has the state’s authority to file for 
bankruptcy. 
      

     By the way,  does anyone else 
think that it may have been a bet-
ter idea to spend the 12 million 
the Governor spent on the recent 
special election (24 million on the 
combined special primary and 
general elections, rather than 
costing the State nothing if held in 
November) by possibly using all 
that money to cover this year’s 
legitimately earned COLA for retir-
ees.  Just a thought!  As always, 
it’s just my opinion. What do you 
think? 
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From the Editor ~ Pat Minutillo 
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2013 Columbus Day Parade Grand Marshall 

Sheriff 

Frank Provenzano 

     A lifelong resident of 
Somerset County who 
resides in the Borough 
of Raritan with his wife 
Lou Ann.  Sheriff 
Provenzano joined 
Bridgewater Township 
Police Department in 
1968 and retired in 2001 
as Captain of the Admin-
istration Division.  As a member of Bridgewater 
Police he has seen all aspects of police work 

from road patrol to working under-cover assignments in the detective bureau 
and the Commander of Emergency Service Division, which included, SCUBA, 
Heavy Rescue and Haz-Mat.  He was an assistant coordinator for the Somerset 
County Emergency Response Team, hostage negotiations unit.  He is a      
graduate of 2002 National Sheriffs’ Institute Executive Development Program, 
sponsored by the National Sheriffs’ Association and the National Institute of 
Corrections. 
     Responsibilities include maintaining a safe and secure environment at the 
Somerset County Courthouse, and the county complex, provides support to 
all county law enforcement efforts, the operation of the Somerset County Jail 
and the care and custody of persons incarcerated and committed by the 
courts. The Sheriff’s Office is also responsible for the Sheriff’s Bureau of 
Criminal Identification, Sheriff’s Sales, Sheriff’s K-9 Unit, Sheriff’s Special Re-
sponse Team, Gang & Terrorism Intelligence Unit, the 

safe transportation of county 
prisoners, execution of civil 
and criminal court warrants, 
and processing of civil docu-
ments and provides a School 
Resource Officer for Somerset 
County   operated schools. 
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2013 Columbus Day Parade Queen 

Nicole 

Attanasio 

 

This year's parade 
Queen is                       

Nicole Attanasio  

Of 

 Governor Livingston 
High School in    

Berkeley Heights.  

 

 
 

17 year old Nicole Attanasio of Mountainside, NJ, is the daughter of IAPSNJ 
executive board member Lt. Allan Attanasio of the Mountainside Police        
Department. She attends Governor Livingston High School in Berkeley 

Heights, NJ where she is an active member of several clubs including Italian 
and Art. She is in her fourth year of Italian language studies and is a member 

of the National Honor Society. She is a letter holder from the high school swim 
team and works as a lifeguard at Mountainside's community pool. Her hobbies 

include swimming and traveling. 
 

 

. 

2013 Columbus Day Parade Briefing Memo  

See Page 35 
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2013 NIGHT AT THE RACES  
The Italian American 

Police Society of New 
Jersey held its Annual 
Night at the Races at 
the Meadowlands on 

June 21st. A large 
crowd enjoyed a beau-
tiful evening under the 
stars. Many thanks to      

Chairmen Joseph 
Simonetti and Ron 

Sepe for making the 

event a huge success. 
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     The morning looked ominous 
for our annual summer pool  

party/picnic with rain early in the 
day but by early afternoon the 
sun came shining through, and 
with temperatures hitting the 
low 80’s it turned our to be a 
great day for outdoor fun and 
games.  Swimming, Barbe-
quing, Music and plenty of 

games for the kids. 

     The pool was refreshing and 
virtually empty except for our 

group. 

     A big thanks to our commit-
tee, Vinny, Nick, Al, Pete, Tony, 

Bob, Rosie & Matt. 
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Special Olympics New Jersey 
2013 Summer Games 

 

It was a great honor for the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey to present a 
check as a Platinum Sponsor of the Special Olympics New Jersey Law Enforcement Torch 
Run at the Opening Ceremonies at The College of New Jersey. NJ law enforcement raised 
$2.9million this year for Special Olympics. During  that weekend more than 2,300 special 

athletes competed in these games. — The above photo was taken at the Special Olympics 

Summer Games Opening Reception on June 8, 2013 at Courtyard Ewing Hopewell. 
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Interested in viewing this Magazine in full  color on line? 

Would you like to re-visit a previous issue? 

Simply go to our  web site at: 

www.iapsnj.org 

and  you will find our Magazine link in the upper right hand corner.  Just click 
on the link and choose the issue of your choice. 

Special Olympics New Jersey 2013 Summer Games 

JUNE 8—9, 2013 

July 2013 

The Executive board of the NJ 
Asian American Law Enforce-
ment Officers Association at 
their recent picnic.  Included 

in the photo are IAPSNJ  
President Bill Schievella, as 

well as executive board mem-
bers from various other NJ 

ethnic police fraternal 

groups.  
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     Italy has many superstitions. Some of those super-
stitions relate to marriage?  
     There is a whole theory about what day choose to 
have a good marriage . So if you're planning your  
wedding day , you have to grab a calendar and choose 
carefully. According to the beliefs we have: 
     Monday is a good day for health.  It is the day of the 
moon, the star of the brides. 
Do you want to be rich? Get married on Tuesday. If 
you want only to be lucky, Wednesday is perfect. 
     Thursday? Avoid! It brings sorrow to the bride.  
What about Friday? Ill-omened! If you really want to 

avoid the unluckiest day you will have to avoid Saturday.  Maybe the cause of the many di-
vorces is the wrong choice of the wedding day?  
     You think it's so easy and all ends up here?  No, you have to carefully choose the month 
as well.  
     According to popular belief: January brings love to the couple, February is the month of 
love. There could be a better time?  
     March? It brings joy and pain, then wait for April that brings happiness.  
     Despite the good weather, May brings bad luck, better June- the month of Giunone that 
protects the couples. Avoid July because it announces the efforts to earn a living, but if 
you get married in August you will have a life full of changes, and in September wealth and 
happiness.  
     You are the kind of person “love on a shoestring”? Get married in October, you will have 
so much love but little money!  
     You may not  believe it but those who marry in November will have joy and happiness.  

Proudly Wear Your                 

Organization’s Apparel! 

ORDER @ 

www.iapsnjwear.com 

CALL 732-277-7123 

SALES@SMVINC.COM 
RI  
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GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG  

FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION 

AND INFORMATION 

 
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2013 Membership Dues of $25 to 
keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as our scholarship and 
"good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. Our Dues Payment via PayPal 
has taken off and more than 30% of our membership have now renewed on-line, as well as New Members joining 

and paying their dues fully on-line.  

This year we will be pushing our dues renewal campaign via email, to the on-line system. Please take advantage of 
it.  It is simple & secure. You will start seeing the 2013 dues reminders starting in November. Take advantage. No 

PayPal account, No Worries.  The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please 
make checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number if possible.  

Mail to: I.A.P.S. of N.J., 729 Indian Road, Wayne NJ, 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR  DUES 
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MEMBER NEWS 

     If you wish to continue receiving 

these magazines and your dues are 

not up to date please renew your 

membership in a timely manner.   

     We’d hate to lose you as part of 

our IAPSNJ family. 

Employment 

The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey          
has established an Employment Unit to assist our 

members with the second half of their careers. 

Our list of retired New Jersey Police Officers is  
comprised of highly qualified and experienced men 
and women with versatile law enforcement skills, 

which can be readily applied to many types of    

business operations. 

If your company or agency is interested in hiring a 
self-motivated individual with a solid background in 

criminal investigations, security, protection, or if 
you are a retired Police Officer retiree looking for 

such a position, contact Vincent Nardone                  
at the I.A.P.S. Employment Unit at 1(800) IAPSNJ-1 
(1-800-427-7651) or email at VNardone@iapsnj.org.  

 

Executive Director Vincent Nardone 

Italian American Police Society Of New Jersey 
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     During World War II, an esti-
mated 1.2 million Americans of 
Italian descent served in the 
U.S. military, constituting one of 
the largest segments of the US 
combat forces of about 12 mil-
lion. However, elderly Italian 
mothers and fathers were not 
allowed to visit sons in the U.S. 
armed forces, who were as-
signed to military installations. 

Shortly after the United States 
declared war on Italy in 1941, 
the federal government classi-
fied more than 600,000 Italians 
living in the United States as 
"internal enemies." Despite the 
difficulties they faced, including 
the chance of having to fight 
against Italians, countless Ital-
ian Americans received decora-
tions for bravery, fourteen of 
whom received the Medal of 
Honor. 

JOHN  

 BASILONE 

Rank and organization: Ser-
geant, United States Marine 
Corps, 1st Battalion, 7th Ma-
rines, 1st Marine Division 

 

VITO R.  BERTOLDO 

Rank and organization: Master 
Sergeant, United States Army, 
Company A, 242nd Infantry, 
42nd Infantry Division 

WILLIBALD C.  BIANCHI 

Rank and organization: First 
Lieutenant, United States Army, 
45th Infantry Regiment (PS), 
Philippine Scouts 

ANTHONY CASAMENTO 

Rank and organization: Cor-
poral, United States Marine 
Corps, Company D, 1st Battal-
ion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Di-
vision 

RALPH CHELI 

Rank and organization: Major, 
United States Army Air Corps 

JOSEPH J. CICCHETTI 

Rank and organization: Private 
First Class, United States Ar-
my, Company A, 148th Infantry, 
37th Infantry Division 

MIKE COLALILLO 

Rank and organization: Private 
First Class, United States Ar-
my, Company C, 398th Infantry, 
100th Infantry Division 

PETER J. DALESSONDRO 

Rank and organization: Tech-
nical Sergeant, United States 
Army, Company E, 39th Infan-
try, 9th Infantry Division 

ANTHONY P. DAMATO 

Rank and organization: Cor-
poral, United States Marine 
Corps 

ARTHUR F.  DEFRANZO 

Rank and organization: Staff 
Sergeant, United States Army, 
1st Infantry Division 

GINO J. MERLI 

Rank and organization: Private 
First Class, United States Ar-
my, 18th Infantry, 1st Infantry 

Division 

FRANK J. PETRARCA 

Rank and organization: Private 
First Class, United States Ar-
my, Medical Detachment, 145th 
Infantry, 37th Infantry Division 

ROBERT M. VIALE 

Second Lieutenant, United 
States Army, Company K, 

148th Infantry, 37th Infantry  

DID YOU KNOW 

ITALIAN AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II 

     Do you love the Sea or are you are just an old sea dog? Whatever the answer, you absolutely have to know the 
Italian superstitions of their sailors. The Italians love the sea and many of them have a personal sense of pleasure to 
sail.  
     So you've organized your boat trip: the weather is good, the sea is calm. Everything seems ok, but how you dress? 
Good question: at first a pair of flip flops and then what? That’s the point, you can dress as you want and how you feel 
most comfortable but never in green, and if you want to be completely sure, even the boat should not be green ... you 
never know. The more superstitious Italian will explain to you that this superstition is real and they have the examples. 
     Why this superstition?  It is said that the color green is too similar to seawater color and then if someone fell in the 
water may be difficult to spot him. I’m quite perplexed by this simply and non-scientific motivation, but what we can 
do? It’s a superstition. 

ITALIAN SUPERSTITIONS  
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     Of all the regions in Italy, Sicily is most noted for its 

sweets, and one of its most popular is frutta di martorana, the 
exquisite marzipan fruits first made by nuns at the Chiesa di 
Santa Maria dell’Ammiraglio, a monastery in Palermo. 

 

     Some claim that marzipan originated in the Far East, oth-
ers say it began as an almond and honey mixture created in 
Egypt in the 1800s B.C. It’s noted that almond trees were 
brought to Sicily by the Greeks in the fifth century B.C.; but 
whether the Arabs introduced marzipan to Sicily during the 
ninth century, it arrived during Spanish rule, or it traveled 
south from Venice during the Crusades, it was the creativity of 
the nuns at Martorana that elevated marzipan into a work of 
art. 

 

     The nuns of the Benedictine convert, which was established by Eloisa Martorana in 1194, 
were assigned to the church – known as Santa Maria dell’Ammiraglio – in 1433. For two centu-
ries, they took care of the church, making modifications inside and out, and they took care of the 
poor. Almonds were plentiful and some say that the nuns made small cakes from a paste of al-
monds and sugar and sold them to raise money. Others claim that a drought wiped out the wheat 
supply, and the marzapane was shaped to look like other foods. Those that looked like fruit were 
placed on trees at night so the children would see them and remove the “fruits” from the trees in 
the morning. 

 

     The most well known story, however, takes place during the sixteenth century. It’s said the 
nuns were preparing for an important visit from a church dignitary. It was in early spring, or late 
fall, a season when the trees weren’t bearing fruit. From here, two versions exist. With the bish-
op’s request that the table look abundant and with a lack of fruit, the nuns fashioned the almond 
paste into various shapes, coloring the fruits to look lifelike. Or to make the garden look abundant, 
the nuns formed the paste into fruits, colored them, and hung them from the trees. Either way, the 
marzapane treats became known as frutta di martorana. 

 

     Today, frutta di martorana is one of Sicily’s most popular treats. Children receive the fruits on 
All Saints Day; during Easter, the almond paste is shaped into lambs; and all year long the treats 
are given as gifts by locals and are a favored souvenir of tourists. 

 

Byline: ©2012 (updated article) Janice Therese Mancuso. Previously published in 2007 in 
La Gazzetta Italiana. Janice Therese Mancuso is the founder of Thirty-One Days of Italians, 
director of The Italian American Press, and author of Con Amore.  For more information 

visit www.jtmancuso.com 

     Marzipane: Frutta di Martorana 

Janice Therese Mancuso 
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My National Academy Experience 

By:  Captain Dan Sollitti, Jersey City Police Department 

     In the 1930’s crimi-
nals knew no jurisdiction-
al boundaries.  Commu-
nication between law en-
forcement agencies was 
insufficient where it exist-
ed at all.  In the early 
1930’s prohibition had 
proven to be a formida-
ble challenge and the 
Lindbergh baby kidnap-
ping was the “crime of 
the century”.  There were 
calls to establish a 
“National Police Force.”  
Training, standards and 
capabilities varied greatly 
from one agency to the 
next.  Director J. Edgar 
Hoover recognized the 
benefits to localized 
agencies and instead 
established the NPA, 
“National Police Acade-
my” at the FBI Training 
School. Range exercises 
were held at Marine 
Corps Base, Quantico 
while classroom work 
took place in Washington 
DC.  In July, 1935, 
“Session 1” boasted 23 
Students.  Session one 
included two attendees 
from the Great State of 

New Jer-
sey: Mat-
thew Do-
noghue 
from the 
Bergen 
County Po-
lice Depart-
ment and 
Morgan 
Naught 
from the 
Elizabeth 
Police De-

partment.  Students were 
of all ranks and did not 
need to be supervisors at 
that time.    Students 
paid their own room and 
board.  One student even 
mortgaged his home to 
attend.   I can find no 
names that I recognize 
as “Italian American” de-
cent on the Session One 
roster.  That error of his-
tory would be corrected 
in later sessions. 
     Today, the “NA” has 
graduated approximately 
47,000 students.  Ap-
proximately 4,000 of 
those students have 
come from outside of the 
United States.   The se-
lection process to attend 
the most prestigious 
management training in 
the World is long and the 
competition is fierce.  
Less than 1% of law en-
forcement managers are 
ever afforded the oppor-
tunity to attend.  Agen-
cies usually select man-
agers holding the rank of 
Lieutenant or higher.  
However, nowadays first 
line supervisors take on 

many management re-
sponsibilities such as 
commanding a detective 
bureau.  In those cases, 
the Chief Executive may 
nominate a Sergeant.  
The New Jersey Newark 
Field Office will interview 
and select 4 candidates 
and a State Trooper for 
the coveted spots in 
each session.  There are 
four sessions annually.  
Selection includes partic-
ipating as a candidate in 
the meetings and events 
of the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the FBI National 
Academy Associates.  I 
personally was attending 

these meetings and 
events for over seven 
years waiting for a spot.  
Candidates who are 
close to being accepted 
are strongly encouraged 
to participate in an 
“optional” fitness assess-
ment held at Fort Dix.  
During the assessment 
candidates run a timed 
1.5 miles; bang out timed 
sit ups, push-ups and 
hold planks.  Weight, 
body fat and blood pres-
sure is measured and 
recorded.  I swear this 
assessment is scheduled 
purposely on the hottest 
day of the spring and the 

 

Jersey City Police Captain Daniel Sollitti 
who also serves as the NJPCAOA Vice  

President is presented with his FBI National 
Academy Graduation Certificate from FBI 

Director Robert Mueller.                            
Congratulations to Dan! 
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My National Academy Experience 

By:  Captain Dan Sollitti, Jersey City Police Department 

running starts just before 
noon.  The reward for 
completing is some bar-
becued burgers and dogs 
prepared by the NA As-
sociates. 

     My journey to the NA 
began after returning 
from a three week foren-
sic art training course 
held at Quantico.  In 
speaking to a colleague 
on my job about the qual-
ity of instruction I was 
lucky enough to have ex-
perienced, he made me 
an offer I couldn’t refuse.  
He submitted my name to 
be nominated.  My col-
league, a now retired In-
spector was also a grad-
uate, a Law Enforcement 
Executive Fellow from 
the Academy and went 
on to become the training 
director for the FBI 
LEEDA (Law Enforce-
ment Executive Develop-
ment Association). 

     I was excited yet ap-
prehensive about the op-
portunity.  I had a signifi-
cant obstacle.  I was in 
poor physical condition 
and the P.T. portion of 
the program is rigorous.  
On my 40th birthday I 
seized my opportunity.  I 
joined a gym, got a train-
er and went to work.  I 
went from not being able 
to run continuously for 3 
minutes to running 10k’s.  
I participated in boot 
camps and obstacle 
course mud runs.  I be-
came certified as an in-
door cycling “SPIN” in-
structor.  Not to be out 

done, my wife became a 
SPIN, TRX and Zumba 
instructor.  I took a one 
hour P90X class in per-
son with Tony Horton and 
a one hour “INSANITY” 
class with Shaun T.  I 
dropped about 55 lbs. of 
body fat and made posi-
tive changes that I hope 
will stay with me for life.  
Of course, I’ll never for-
get lying on the floor of 
that gym after a training 
session in a pool of my 
own sweat and saying 
out loud: “This ain’t hap-
pening…..I can’t do this.”  
Fast forward: It hap-
pened.  It’s done.  

     When the call came in 
that my spot was coming 
up, my family had to final-
ly face the reality that I 
would be away for 10 
weeks.  I thought serious-
ly for the first time about 
all the military families 
who must deal with long 
term separation under 
much worse conditions.  
We met with the Execu-
tive Board of the NJ Na-
tional Academy Associ-
ates and recent gradu-
ates.  Their enthusiasm 
was contagious.  When 
they joked that “NA” 
stood for Never Again, I 
mistakenly thought that 
they would never want to 
go through this again.  
Only later did I learn that 
they were lamenting that 
they would never again 
have the opportunity.    I 
now know that it was bet-
ter to be a candidate than 
it is to be a graduate.  As 

a candidate, 
the greatest 
experience of 
you law en-
forcement ca-
reer still lies 
ahead. 

     The National 
Academy has 
three distinct 
aspects: aca-
demic, physical 
and rigorous.  
Each was chal-
lenging and 
rewarding but 
the professional 
enrichment and 
networking 
were the high-
lights.  On the very first 
day, after hooking up with 
the other NJ guys as well 
as a lost soul from Tem-
pe AZ and Tampa, Flori-
da, I knew we were in for 
a memorable experience.  
My side hurt, not from 
planks but from laughing 
so hard.  Face aching; 
tear producing can’t 
catch your breath type 
laughter.  It continued 
and intensified through-
out the ten weeks.  The 
chemistry was just right.  
Matt from Middlesex 
could laugh uncontrolla-
bly at the slightest stupid 
thing.  T.J. from Metu-
chen would answer to 
any combination of letters 
in any order.  He quickly 
became B.J.  Danny from 
South Jersey always 
“knew a guy” for rooms, 
meals or whatever in At-
lantic City and beyond.  
He would drop a name 

like it was hot. We 
thought Shawn from 
West Caldwell was bi-
polar until we learned he 
was an identical twin.  
We swear they did 5 
weeks each.  Mike from 
Tempe was the straight 
man and his nicknames 
are not suitable for print 
in a family magazine.  
Mike from Tampa made 
the mistake of telling us 
early on that he was a 
Tamponian.  I was told 
that my contribution was 
saying what ever came to 
my mind without “running 
it through the filter.”  
Trooper Fife was able to 
stay above it all and let 
us hang with the “cool 
kids” even when we 
weren’t. We now have 
inside jokes that are only 
funny to a handful of peo-
ple. 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 
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President Bill Schievella and  Executive Director Vincent Nar-
done join with members of the NOBLE   Northern NJ  Executive 

Board during their recent Scholarship & Awards Dinner this 

past July. 

 

Congratulations to William  
Nativo on his promotion to 

Sergeant today at the       
Passaic County Sheriff's   

Office.   Bill has served as a 
State PBA Delegate and 

State PBA Executive Board 
member for many years. Bill 

carries on in the great     
footsteps of his father      

Passaic County Prosecutors 
Office Chief of Detectives 

John Nativo.   I was honored 
to attend this promotion   

ceremony with IAPSNJ First 
Vice President John Lazzara 

who is a Detective           
Lieutenant in the Passaic 

County Sheriffs Department 
along with US Congressman 

William Pascarell.            
Congratulations to Bill and 

his family on this well        

deserved promotion. 
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       We would need a social sci-
entist of some kind to explain why 
so many Italian Americans found 
the so-called race music of the 
50's and 60's so intoxicating. 
Even without the scientific expla-
nation we know that Italian Ameri-
cans in New York, D.C., Balti-
more, and other cities had almost 
identical experiences when it 
came to doo-wop. The street 
corner groups, the tight harmo-
nies, the doo-wop sounds in the 
songs, and the showmanship on 
stage. In many cases if you 
closed your eyes, you couldn't tell 
the Italian groups from the Black 
groups. They sounded the same, 
the high first tenor, and the deep 
rumbling bass. There must have 
been fifty groups Black and White 
that sang "Gloria". There were 
cross-over songs in New York 
long before MOTOWN. So in this 
blog we'll talk about some of 
those groups. 
     While doing the research for 
this blog, I found something that 
surprised me. I had always 
thought that TIMI YURO, was 
Black and Korean mixed. I was 
just going by her name and the 
sound of her voice. As it turns out, 
Timi Yuro was Italian American. 
Yuro is considered the first non 
Black female to sing soul and 
R&B with success. Timi Yuro (real 
name,Rosemary Timothy Yuro) 
was born in Las Vegas in 1940 to 
Italian American parents. 
Yuro's family moved to Los Ange-
les to open a restaurant. Yuro 
sang in the restaurant and local 
clubs until she was discovered by 
executives of Liberty Records. 
After being signed to the label, 
Yuro had a #4 hit with a cover of 
a Roy Hamilton song, "Hurt" in 
1961. She also scored a #12 hit 
with her follow up song, "What's 
The Matter Baby" (Is It Hurting 
You), in 1962. Yuro had an emo-
tional style that she claimed was 

influenced by Dinah Washington 
and other Black Jazz singers. 
From her sound, many listners 
thought Yuro was Black.  
In 1961 Yuro was asked to tour 
with Frank Sinatra on his Australi-
an tour. 
     Yuro covered all kinds of mu-
sic, on one album "Make The 
World Go Away", Yuro covered 
country and blues standards.       
Yuro added some soul to some of 
the standards of the day like, "Let 
Me Call You Sweetheart", 
"Smile", and "I Apologize". 
     In the 60's Yuro made two 
appearances on The Ed Sullivan 
Show, and was on American 
Bandstand, Where The Action Is, 
and The Lloyd Thaxton Show. In 
1967 Yuro appeared in a black 
and white film in the Philippines. 
Yuro performed in venues from 
London to Las Vegas, but her 
career lost it's early momentum, 
and Yuro quit the business after 
she got married in 1969. Yuro 
started singing again in the 80's, 
but found out she had throat can-
cer. Her larynx was removed, but 
Yuro passed in 2004. Her last 
album called "Today" was re-
leased in 1982 by Ariola Records 
and was produced by her friend 
Willie Nelson. 
     Yuro is still admired in Great 
Britain and the Netherlands. 
     Now let's get to the Italian doo-
wop groups!!!!!  
     Let's start with : 

LARRY CHANCE and 

the EARLS.  

     The Earls were a popular doo-
wop group formed in the Bronx, 
New York. Their two biggest hits 

were 
"Remember 
Then" and 
"Life Is But A 
Dream". The 
group had 
two other 
songs that 

charted, "Never" and "I Believe". 
Some say the The Earls took the 
original Black doo-wop street 
corner harmony and refined it, but 
if you listen to their songs you'll 
find that they had more instru-
ments, but the groove was the 
same as the Black doo-wopers. 
     Larry Chance was the driving 
force behind the group. Chance 
grew up in Philadelphia, and at-
tended high school with Chubby 
Checker, Frankie Avalon, and 
Danny Rapp, of Danny and The 
Juniors. In 1957 Chance moved 
with his parents to the Bronx. 
Chance formed a group at Te-
cumsa Social Club, called the 
High Hatters. The group included 
Chance, Bob Del Din, Eddie 
Harder, Larry Palumbo, and John 
Wray. 
     In the fall of 1959 the group 
was singing in front of a subway 
station when Johnny Powers 
heard them and wanted them to 
sing on his small Rome label. The 
group had to use their own money 
to record four tracks, they were 
still the High Hatters at this point, 
but they soon changed their name 
to The Earls.  
In 1960 Larry Palumbo was lost in 
an army skydiving accident. 
     In 1961 Rome Records re-
leased "Life Is But A Dream". The 
group soon found themselves in 
the big time performing for Murray 
the K and Dick Clark's American 
Bandstand. The Earls were help-
ing to make doo-wop popular with 
non Black listners. It was in 1962 
that the group hooked up with 
Stan Vincent and recorded the 
song they are most remembered 
for "Remember Then", for Old 
Town Records. The song went to 
#24 on the Billboard charts. 
     Some time in late 1963 or 
early 1964 Chance went solo for 
a short time and recorded "Let 
Them Talk". Chance went back to 
The Earls, who had recruited two 

new members, Bob Moricco,and 
Ronnie Calabrese. In 1967 the 
group started playing their own 
instruments. 
    The group is still one of the 
most requested groups on the 
oldies circuit.  

THE TOKENS 

 
     
The 
To-
kens 
were 

formed in 1955 at Brooklyn's 
Abraham Lincoln High School and 
were known as the Linc-Tones. 
The group includd Neil Sedaka, 
Hank Medress, Eddie Rabkin, 
and Cynthia Zolotin. Rabkin left 
the group and was replaced by 
Jay Siegel in 1956. The band 
recorded it's first song, "While I 
Dream" that same year. In 1957 
Sedaka and Zolotin left the group 
leaving Siegel and Medress who 
recruited two new members for 
the group, and recorded the sin-
gle "Picture In My Wallet" as Dar-
rell and the Oxfords. After some 
more changes the group became 
The Tokens. The changes includ-
ed recruiting a 13 year old kid that 
played many instruments, broth-
ers Mitch and Phil Margo and 
guitarist Joe Venneri. 
     In 1961 The Tokens released 
a single for Warwick Records 
called "Tonight I Fell In Love" 
which went to #15 on the Bill-
board charts and earned them a 
spot on American Bandstand. 
This opportunity got them the 
chance to cover the Solomon 
Linda's song "The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight" for RCA Victor. The song 
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went to #1 on the Billboard charts 
and stayed there for three weeks. 
From 1962 to 1970 the group 
released nine more songs that 
made it to the top ten, including "I 
Hear Trumpets Blow" in 1964, 
and "Portrait Of My Love" in 1967. 
The group also served as produc-
ers for a number of other groups 
including, The Chiffons, Randy 
and The Rainbows, and The Hap-
penings. 
     In 1973 Medress left the group 
and Siegel teamed with the  -  
Margo brothers and formed a 
group called Cross Country, 
which had some success when 
they covered "In The Midnight 
Hour" 
     The Tokens reunited in 1975 
for some work on a game show 
called Musical Chairs. In 1978 the 
group recorded a song for School 
House Rock. 
     A version of of The Tokens still 
tours. There have been some law 
suits, about who owned the name 
of the group, and who owned the 
rights to their arrangement of 
"The Lion Sleeps Tonight"  

 

VITO AND THE      

SALUTATIONS 

     Vito and The Salutation were a 
60's doo-wop group out of New 
York (surprise!!), whose first re-
cording, "Gloria", was a regional 
hit.  
   In 1963 The Salutations scored 
a hit with an up-tempo version of 
"Unchained Melody", which went 

to #60 on the Cash Box charts, 
and made the top ten in many 
cities. 
The group lasted from 1961 to 
1965, and had reunion in 1971. 
Lead singer Vito Balsamo,also 
sang with The Del Vons and The 
Kelloggs and still performs in The 
Golden Group Memories. 
     The group's version of 
"Unchained Melody" has been 
included in several movies, in-
cluding the popular movie Good-
fellas. 

 

THE DUPREES 

 
     The group was formed in 1960 
in Jersey City, New Jersey, by 
William L. Dickinson High School 
students Michael Arnone, Joe 
Santollo, John Salvato, Tom Bi-

aloglow, and Joey Canzano. 
     George Paxton a former big 
band leader was impressed by 
the group's style and signed 
them to his Coed Records label. 
Their first single was a re-make 
of a Jo Stafford 1952 hit, "You 
Belong To Me". The Duprees 
version had doo-wop vocals and 
a big band backing and reached 
the top ten in the US. 

     The group had a few more top 
40 hits over the years. They 
scored with "My Own True Love" 
a vocal adaptation of "Tara's 
Theme" from the soundtrack of 
Gone With The Wind. "Have You 
Heard" and "Why Don't You Be-
lieve Me" also reached the top 40. 
The group became know for mix-

ing doo-wop vocals with big band 
arrangements. Like most of these 
groups The Duprees changed 
members often. 
     The Duprees continued to get 
work even after the British Inva-
sion, by turning towards a more 
pop sound and had songs in the 
top 100 even into the 70's. 
     In Novenber 2008, The 
Duprees were inducted into the 
Vocal Group Hall of Fame. 

             THE CAPRIS 

     The story of The Capris reads 
like most of the stories of doo-
wop groups, but this story has a 
twist.  
     The Capris formed in Ozone 
Park, Queens New York, in 
1957. The group included Nick 
Santamaria (aka Nick Santo), 
Mike Mincelli, Frank Reina, Vin-
nie Naccarato, and John 
Cassese. All of the members 
were teenagers and still in 
school. In 1958 the final member 
of the group was recruited and 

the group was on their way. The 
Original name of the group was 
The Supremes, but soon changed 
to The Capris. They took their 
name from the 50's Lincoln Capri 
car. 
     The group gained experience 
and popularity by performing at 
local venues and school dances. 
In 1958 the group was at Bell 
Studios in New York recording 
their biggest hit, "There's A Moon 
Out Tonight". The song was re-
leased by Planet Studios in early 
1959. They recorded only one 
other song called "Indian Girl". 
     After that release the group 
disbanded, and everyone went 
their own way.  
     Here comes the strange twist! 
"There A Moon Out Tonight" was 
so popular, that collectors in New 
York scoured the city looking for 
copies of the record. A group of 
collectors bought the masters of 
the songs and pressed 330 cop-

ies on red vinyl and gave a few 
copies to some DJ's. The song 
became popular all over again. 
The song ended up in the hands 
of Murray the K at WINS. Murray 
had show called "Rate The Rec-
ord". On the show Murray had five 
records going against each other. 
"There's A Moon Out Tonight" 
won one night and came in sec-
ond on another night. Second to 
"Will You Love Me Tomorrow" by 
The Shirelles. The Capris quit 
their jobs and reunited, the next 
week they were at The Apollo 
Theater, and then at Brooklyn's 
Paramount. They were every-
where and on the rise again. In 
1961 the song hit the charts and 
stayed there for 14 weeks. The 
group released more songs and 
changed labels, but didn't have 
another hit until 1982. In 1982 the 
group released an album called 
"There's A Moon Out Tonight". On 
the album were some covers of 
some popular songs and a new 
track, "Morse Code Of Love". The 
song had the old doo-wop sound. 
Many people thought the song 
was a foregotten oldie, but not so, 
it was a new song. So 23 years 
after they had their first hit, and 
doo-wop was dead, the group had 
another doo-wop hit. 
     Some of the group's members 
have passed and some have 
retired from singing, but the re-
maining members are still per-
forming on the oldies circuit.  
     These are just some of the 
groups that helped doo-wop cross 
over and become mainstream. 
With our Italian brothers singing 
what was considered race music 
(Black music) the doors were 
opened for Atlantic Records, 
Stax, and MOTOWN to become 
the labels that provided the sound 
tracks of our lives..  

Great Italian American Series     
 ITALIAN AMERICANS AND DOO-WOP  
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WELCOME  
NEW MEMBERS 

PO Louis Trocchio Jr.    Camden County Police Department 

PO Michael Manzo Jr.     Jersey City Police Department 

PO Anthony Bertolini                Bridgeton City Police Department 

SO2 Aster Abueg   Wood-Ridge Police Department 

Nicholas Romano    Mayflower Consulting-Associate Member 

     Dennis Farina, a longtime Chicago police     

officer who went on to a distinguished career as a 

TV and movie character actor, died on July 22nd 

after suffering a blood clot in his lung. Lori De 

Waal, his representative, confirmed the actor’s 

death in a Scottsdale, Ariz., hospital. He was 69. 

     After 18 years as a Chicago police officer, 
starting in 1967, Mr. Farina edged his way into 

show business by way of consulting about police 
tactics and moonlighting as an actor at several 
high-profile Chicago theaters throughout the 

1980s. 

RIP ITLIAN AMERICAN POLICE OFFICER/ACTOR 

Francis Ford Coppola is returning to the genre that made him a Hollywood 

great. 

 

      Godfather fans rejoice. Francis Ford Coppola is returning to the Italian-American    

experience for his next directing effort. 

     According to The Hollywood Reporter, the legendary director is working on an as-yet 
untitled film that will “chronicle an Italian-American family and span from the 1930s to 

the 1960s.” 

Coppola is currently writing the screenplay, described as a “coming-of-age story that  

focuses on a boy and girl in their late teens.” 

     Coppola became one of the most celebrated directors in cinema after bringing the 

Corleone family saga to the big screen. 

     This will be the filmmaker’s first foray make to Italian-American dynamics since he 

closed off the Godfather series with 1990’s The Godfather III. 

     Coppola is now 74 years old and has continued making films regularly over the last 

decade – though their quality has been questionable. 
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     Hundreds of people turned out on August 7th for Hoboken's National Night Out  

Against Crime event at Church Square Park as a poke in the eye for the crooks. 

     Mayor Dawn Zimmer presented IAPSNJ member Sgt. Melissa Gigante, who 

has organized the annual event for the last three years, with a proclamation on the steps 

of City Hall, as 33 members of the Hoboken Junior Police Academy stood at attention. 

     "We thank the community for coming together and especially Sgt. Gigante and Chief 
(Anthony)  Falco for really working together to make this night such a success and the 

Junior Police Acadamy such a success," Zimmer said. 

     The academy, under the command of NJ Transit Sgt. Michael Ciriello, led a procession 
from City Hall, Washington and First streets, to the park, at Park Avenue and Fifth Street. 
They were accompanied by marching music provided by the Port Authority Pipes and 

Drums.  

     "I hope to see you one day donning the uniform of the Hoboken Police Department, 
which to me and everyone here is the greatest police department in the United States of 

America," Chief Falco told the academy members. 

G O O D  W O R K  
H O B O K E N  S E R G E A N T  M E L I S S A  G I G A N T E  

June 19, 2013 

James Gandolfini was born in Westwood, 

New Jersey. His mother, Santa, a high 

school lunch lady, was born in the USA, of 

Italian ancestry, and raised in Naples, Italy. 

His father, James Joseph Gandolfini, Sr., a 

native of Borgotaro, Italy, was a bricklayer, 

cement mason, and later the head custodian 

at Paramus Catholic High School, New         

Jersey.   James, Sr., also earned a Purple 

Heart in World War II.  His parents were    

devout Roman Catholics and spoke Italian 

at home.  Due to such influence, Gandolfini 

had a strong sense of being Italian, and  

regularly visited Italy. 

RIP NJ Italian American Native Son 
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The “IAPSNJ Newsletter”  
is an official publication of 
the Italian American Police 
Society of New Jersey,  
P.O. Box 352, Lyndhurst, 
New Jersey 07071. This 
publication is mailed to our 
General Membership and 
selected readers from 
throughout New Jersey on 
no less than a quarterly 
basis and is made availa-
ble by way of our website 

at http://www.iapsnj.org. 

   No portion of this publica-
tion may be reproduced, 
altered from its original 
content, or distributed in 
any way, shape or form 
without the expressed writ-
ten consent of the Italian 
American Police Society of 
New Jersey. In some cases 
pictures, commentary or 
articles may be used wholly 
or in part within the context 
of this publication. In all 
such cases full credit shall 
be extended to the photog-
rapher, writer and or publi-

cation. 

  As always, you may con-
tact us in a variety of man-
ners including telephone, 
regular mail or preferably, 

email: 

1-800-IAPSNJ1 (Office) 
PMinutillo@iapsnj.org 

www.iapsnj.org (web site) 

   All communications must 
be accompanied by the 
writers name, return ad-
dress and telephone num-

bers. 

Executive /Secretary &  

Editor:  

Patrick Minutillo 

Bless me Father, for I have sinned. I have been with a loose girl.' 

 The priest asks, 'Is that you, little Joey Pagano?' 

 'Yes, Father, it is.' 

 'And who was the girl you were with?' 

 'I can't tell you, Father, I don't want to ruin her reputation.' 

 'Well, Joey, I'm sure to find out her name sooner or later so you may as 
well tell me now. Was it Tina Minetti?' 

 'I cannot say.' 

 'Was it Teresa Mazzarelli?' 

 'I'll never tell.' 

 'Was it Nina Capelli?' 

 'I'm sorry, but I cannot name 

 her.' 

 'Was it Cathy Piriano?' 

 'My lips are sealed.' 

 'Was it Rosa DiAngelo, then?' 

 'Please, Father, I cannot tell you.' 

 The priest sighs in frustration. 'You're very tight lipped, and I admire that. 
But you've sinned and have to Atone. You cannot be an altar boy now for 

4 months. Now you go and 

 behave yourself.' 

 Joey walks back to his pew, and his friend Franco slides  

 over and whispers, 'What'd you get?' 

 'Four months' vacation and five good leads. 

Just for Laughs 

IAPSNJ President Schievella with members of the Executive 

Board of the NJ Asian American Law Enforcement Officers        

Association at their recent picnic in July. 
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     It used to be that Italians named their offspring after saints recognised in the Catholic Church, 
often naming a child after the name of the saint celebrated on the day they were born or after the 
local patron saint: so Siracusa had a proliferation of girls called Lucia after St. Lucy of Siracusa 
and Noto had boys called Corrado after St. Conrad of Piacenza. Children born around Easter 
(Pasqua) were sometimes called Pasqua or Pasquale and, similarly,those born around Christ-
mas (Natale) were baptised Natale or Natalina. An even stronger tradition was that of naming ba-
bies after their grandparents, so classic Italian names continued to be popular. 
 
     In modern-day Italy, parents have branched out to giving their children different forenames. 
Most people still choose some of the most Italian classic ones, others prefer foreign ones or 
names referring to popular celebrities, as baby names follow trends as in many other places in 
the world. Names like Zeno, Calogero, Dante, Gilberto, Carmelo, Maria and Vincenza are falling 
out of fashion. 
 
     The most recent data released by the Italian National Institute for Statistics (Istat) shows that 
the most popular girls’ names are short and simple. The top ten female names are now Sofia, 
Giulia, Martina, Giorgia, Sara, Emma, Aurora, Chiara, Alice and Alessia. Popular foreign names 
for baby girls include Michelle, Deborah, Emily, Jennifer, Jasmine, Ashley, Jessica, Erika, Chanel 
and Sharon. 
 
     Among popular names for baby boys, classic names still dominate. The top ten names are 
Francesco, Alessandro, Andrea, Lorenzo, Matteo, Gabriele, Mattia, Leonardo, Davide and Ric-
cardo. However, some parents are choosing foreign spellings of classic names such as Christian, 
Alexander, Thomas, Gabriel, Michael and David. Others are choosing names like Kevin, Patrick, 
Julian, Christian, Jonathan, Bryan, Samuel, Nicholas and Simon. 
 
     Name choices also have geographical links. Francesco is the top name for boys in three 
southern regions: Molise, Puglia and Calabria. Lorenzo in six regions: Piedmont, Liguria, Tusca-
ny, Umbria, Lazio and Abruzzo. Leonardo comes top in Valle d’Aosta, Veneto, Friuli Venezia-
Giulia and Marche. Alessandro is preferred in Emilia-Romagna and Sardinia. 
 For girls, Sofia is the most popular name in half of the Italian regions, but Giulia is the top girl’s 
name in all other regions. Campania and Sicily have preferences a little different to other regions. 
There, the most common names for boys are still Antonio and Giuseppe, probably due to a 
stronger attachment to the tradition of naming boys after their granddads. 

Page 23  

WHAT’S YOUR ITALIAN NAME 

A man was at a grave kneeing down in front of a tombstone. 

He began to moan "Why did you die oh why did you have to die?" 

 A passer by knelt down next to the man and said "Was this person very 

close to you?" 

 "No, actually i never met him!" replied the man. 

 "Why are you moaning then?" asked the passer-by curiously. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

To  P.A.P.D.  Officer                 

   Brian Belfiore and his wife Natalie on the birth of 

Blake Vincenza Belfiore 

on June 28, 2013 

 

Also to Grandad, IAPSNJ Executive Board Member 

Bob Belfiore (Ret.  Chief P.A.P.D.) 

On the new addition to the family. 

Best of health and happiness to Blake and the entire Belfiore family. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to our good friend and supporter  

Morris County Sheriff 

Edward V.  Rochford  

 who was recognized this past      

June 12, 2013 

by the 

Boy Scouts of America                 

with their prestigious  

Citizen of the Year Award 

In Photo (Left to Right) 

Retired Parsippany P.D. Chief Anthony  
DeZenzo, Sheriff Edward Rochford and      

IAPSNJ Executive Secretary Patrick Minutillo. 

Taken at the Park Savoy 

Florham Park, NJ 
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CONDOLENCES 

 It is with a heavy heart that we relay the news that the Father of  

Cav. Giovanni Porcelli,  

Pietro Procelli 

passed away on July 30th in Naples Italy.  

 

Giovanni is Past President of the NYPD Columbia Association and 
an Executive Board Member of the National Council of Columbia 
Associations, as well as a long time friend and associate of the 

Italian American Police Society of New Jersey .  

 

Both Giovanni and his Brother Anthony were at their fathers bed, 

when the Good Lord Called Pietro Home.  

We regret to announce the passing of  
 

Robert T. "Bob" Williams 

 

Robert was the brother of IAPSNJ member Tim Williams. 

 
Robert T. "Bob" Williams died on July 28, 2013, surrounded by his loving 

family at home in White Township, NJ.   
Bob graduated from Moravian College with a BA in Criminal Justice and was 

a Special Agent with the Department of Homeland Security, Newark, NJ. 
 

He is survived by his wife Joan, daughters Michelle and Nicole Williams; 
brother Tim Williams and family of Virginia and a sister Laura Williams and 

family of Point Pleasant, NJ 
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Great 
evening 

for    
members 

of the 
Italian 

American 
Police 

Society 
of New 

Jersey at 
the Festa 
Italiana at 

Holy    
Rosary Church in Jersey City. 
This traditional Italian street 

festival is run by the first Italian 
Parish founded in NJ. Pictured 

with Festival Chairman       
Nicholas Grillo, Vice Chairman 
Andrew LaBruno of Jersey City 
PD and Father Jerzy Zaslona, 
Pastor of Holy Rosary Church 

are Jersey City PD Captain Dan 
Sollitti, President William 

Schievella, Detective Matt Stambuli, Hudson Co. Prosecutor's Office and members of the Jersey City PD. 

     Congratulations to Detective Nick Incanella 
on his retirement from the Union County P.D.  

effective September 1, 2013.   

     The Italian American Police Society is 
pleased to announce that it will host a            

Retirement Dinner for Detective Incanella on 
Friday, October 4, 2013 at the Spanish Tavern 

in  Mountainside. Nick is a long time member of 
the Executive Board of the Italian American   

Police Society of NJ and we would like to take 
this evening to celebrate an outstanding career 

in law enforcement. 

     We are very proud to have Nick as a     
member of our board and wish him the best of 
health, luck and success in his retirement, as 

well as in all his future endeavors. 

RETIREMENT NEWS 

DETECTIVE 

NICK INCANELLA 
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Congratulations 

to 

Officer 

Chris Dottino 

Orange PD 

On his 

Engagement 

To Jessica Ahrens 

 

Best wishes 

To  

Both of  you. 
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I A P S NJ  F A M I L Y  G O L D  C O U R T E S Y  C A R D S  
A VA I L A B L E  O N  O U R  

W E B  S I T E  

 

Either, or both, 
cards can be      
purchased       

directly from 
our web site at 

a very           
reasonable 

price.  

Check it out! 

 

Go to the ‘site 
map’ and look 

for Gold      
Courtesy Cards 
to order and to 
find frequently 

asked          

questions. 

DIID YOU KNOW 

 

/BISKOTTI/, the name   
biscotti was derived from 
“bis”, meaning “twice” in 

Italian, and “cotto”,    
meaning “baked” or 

“cooked”. 

 

Their crunchy goodness 
originated in the Italian 

city of Lucca. 

 

IAPSNJ       

Accountant 

Ed Brady 

proudly poses 

with his son 

Conor 
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R.I.P. Alphonse G. Sierchio 

Pearl Harbor Survivor 

Lifetime IAPSNJ Honorary Executive Board Member 

Alphonse Sierchio                       

An Italian American Hero 

By: IAPSNJ President William Schievella 

 

     This past August The Italian American Police       
Society of New Jersey lost a great friend and 
true American  Hero.  Alphonse G. Sierchio was 
always a fixture at our organization’s events 
and gatherings for more than twenty five years. 
Mr. Sierchio was born in Newark’s First Ward 
and graduated from Barringer High School be-
fore living in Belleville for many years. Mr. Sier-
chio proudly served in the US Army’s Air Corps 
and bravely defended our nation on December 

7, 1941 during the Japanese attack while stationed at Pearl Harbor. Mr. Sierchio re-
counted this attack with great sadness on many visits to his home over the years. 
Mr. Sierchio worked for many years as an electrician for Essex County and was 
fiercely proud of his family, faith, citizenship and Italian    heritage. I can remember 
so many wonderful meals at the Sierchio home where Alphonse and   his late wife 
Lucille would spend hours cooking huge Italian meals for the many IAPSNJ mem-
bers and other police officers that they referred to as “The Boys”. Although Mr. Sier-
chio was not a police  officer, his pride of his son retired Deputy Chief Alan J. Sier-
chio of the East Orange Police Department, made him a valuable member of the or-
ganization. Over the years Mr. Sierchio held   a number of honorary titles such as 
Historian and Parade Grand Marshal.  In his last days I had the privilege of visiting 
him in Jupiter Florida and presenting him with an award designating him   as the 
chairman of the Board with his son Alan. I will always treasure those hours spent 
with Mr. Sierchio and Alan in Florida prior to his passing. I will always remember 
those countless holidays, family gatherings and events with Mr. Sierchio. I will never 
forget his hugs and well wishes to me and my family. He was from a generation that 
we can never forget.  Although we will always miss him God blessed him with 96 
years of life. The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey will ensure that he is 
never forgotten by naming one of their scholarships in his memory from this year for-
ward. Our condolences to the entire Sierchio family.  
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Christie Establishes Pension Fraud and Abuse Unit 

Executive Order No. 138 

     On August 7th the Governor signed Executive Order 138 establishing a 

Pension Fraud and Abuse Unit within the Department of the Treasury.   The 

unit will be dedicated to the prevention and investigation of fraud and abuse  

of the State’s pension and benefits systems, including the payment of retire-

ment, disability, and other benefits. 

     In this new unit the Director of the Pension Fraud and 

Abuse Unit shall report to the  State Treasurer,  and the 

State Treasurer shall appoint or 

assign such accountants, in-

vestigators, and other em-

ployees to the Unit as neces-

sary. 

     The Unit will work with 

and coordinate with both the 

Division of Pensions and Ben-

efits and the Office of the At-

torney General, and will re-

ceive referrals from the Of-

fice of the State Comptroller 

on claims of potential fraud 

and abuse.   

     The Unit also plans to en-

courage the public to report 

fraudulent pension and bene-

fit claims and payments and 

will maintain a website, mailing address, facsimile, electronic mail service, 

toll-free number and other methods to receive such reports. 

     PFRS Trustee John Sierchio has been a strong advocate for this legislation 

for the past couple of years. 

I'm ecstatic that Governor 
Christie created the      

Pension Fraud Unit by     
Executive Order. Unlike the 

Assembly, Governor  
Christie sees the               

importance of disability  
reform and how it will save 

the pension system         
millions of dollars. I believe 

this unit will weed out all 
the people who are scamming the pension system 

with bogus disability claims and legitimize the 
members who truly deserve a disability pension. 

  

I also believe this is the first step in securing our 
funding level which in turn can bring back 

C.O.L.A.     

 

John Sierchio, PFRS Trustee  was  described in a 
recent Star-Ledger article as a  crusader against 

police, firefighter disability fraud. 
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Anthony Ambrose 

Robert Belfiore 

Frank Buttiglieri 

Anthony Buccelli Jr. 

Samuel Calabrese 

Ed Caughey 

Gene Ceccarelli 

Paul Cell 

Carol Centonze 

Robert Cimino 

Robert Colaneri 

James Collins 

John Comparetto 

Todd Conforti 

Anton Danco 

Frances De Sio 

Anthony DeZenzo 

Steve Dembowski 

Robert Denardo 

James Eufemia 

Joseph Evangelista 

Debra Faiello 

Robert Ferreri 

Matthew Fuela 

Armando Fontura 

Justin Georgetti 

Michael Green 

Martin Hellwig 

Dean Kazinci 

Guiseppe Krisza 

Bruce Lamparello 

Bernard Lombardo 

Roe Manghisi 

Anthony Manna 

Peter Mazzeo 

Rocco Miscia 

John Occhiuzzo Jr. 

Paul Ortenzio 

Frances Papapietro 

Peter Parisi 

Joseph Pica Jr. 

Randy Pisane 

Michael Podolak 

Anthony Raffaelli 

Robert Re 

Donald Ricigliano Jr. 

Edward Rochford 

Frank Sabatino 

Joseph Sacco 

John Santa Maria 

John Scalese 

James Silva 

John Sisto 

Daniel Sollitti 

Nicholas Tagarelli 

Jack Terhune 

Christopher Trucillo 

Michael Ubertaccio 

Carmelo Vaticano 

Jeffrey Vitrano 

Frank Viturello 

John Volpe 

 

IAPSNJ MEMBERS  

F.BI. NATIONAL ACADEMY GRADUATES 

     In conjunction with Jersey City Police Captain Dan Sollitti’s article on his 
experiences at the prestigious F.B.I.  National Academy in Quantico, Virginia  

(see pages 14—15) we thought we’d take this opportunity to recognize all 
our members, past and present, who are also FBINA alumni.                     

Congratulations to all on your accomplishments. 

 

    Thank you to Essex County College Police Academy Director                

Rocco Miscia for doing the research and compiling this list. 
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One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey, 
in conjunction with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund raising campaign, is our 

Safety Equipment give-a- way.  This is a 
presentation of a package of po- lice safety / life sav-

ing equipment to members of our organization who 
are full time police officers, and whose dues are cur-
rent.  We will average approxi- mately 10 winners 
per year.   All that is needed is for a member to fill 

out an entry form which can be found on our web 
site.  Then an entry is selected randomly, about 
once a month, for presentation to the winner at a 

general meeting.  Criteria is membership in good 
standing, and attendance for re- ceiving the package. 
Over the last several years since the start of this im-

portant program we were hon- ored to have given 
out over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective depart-
ments.  We are happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments.   We 
have therefore changed our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point on. 

GOOD LUCK AND STAY SAFE!!! 

Safety Equipment Program 
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     In the middle of August is a holiday called Ferragosto.  In Italy it is a big holiday. Everything 
shuts down, people are somewhere or anywhere on road to the beach, mountains with friends or 

family enjoying this festive day. Many start their vacations starting on that date. 
     The term Ferragosto is derived from the Latin expression Feriae Augusti (Augustus' rest), 
which is a celebration introduced by the emperor Augustus in 18 BC. This was an addition to     

already extant ancient Roman festivals which fell in the same month, such as the Vinalia rustica 
rustica or the  Consualia which celebrated the harvest and the end of a long period of intense    

agricultural labor. The ancient Ferragosto, in addition to obvious self-celebratory political          
purposes, had the purpose of linking the main August festivities to provide a longer period of rest, 

called Augustali, which was felt necessary after the hard labor of the previous weeks. 
     The present Italian name of the holiday derives from its original Latin name, Feriae Augusti 

("Festivals [Holidays] of the Emperor Augustus.  
     During these celebrations, horse races organized across the Empire, and beasts of burden 
(including oxen, donkeys and mules, were released from their work duties and decorated with 

flowers. Such ancient traditions are still alive today, virtually unchanged in their form and level of 
participation during the Palio dell’ Assunta which takes place on 16 August in Siena. Indeed the 
name "Palio" comes from the pallium, a piece of precious fabric which was the usual prize given 

to winners of the horse races in ancient Rome.  
     During the festival, workers greeted their masters, who in return would give them a tip. The       

custom became so strongly rooted that in the Renaissance it was made compulsory in the Papal 
States.  

DID YOU KNOW —<BUON FERRAGOSTO 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 

     We stayed up late 
writing term papers.  We 
saw landmarks.  We ran.  
We dined and drank.  We 
shared an experience 
that many have had be-
fore and many more are 
yet to have.  The Nation-
al Academy is in fact a 
unique and rewarding 
experience.  We still ex-
change phone calls and 
texts which have us in 
tears.  Enhancing the 
texts is that none of us 
East Coasters consid-
ered that our early morn-
ing texts were hitting 
Tempe, Arizona just past 
4:00am and waking up 
Mike from a deep sleep.  
We have met for lunch.  

We will meet again.  We 
do strike up conversa-
tions with others wearing 
a NA pin or polo shirt. 

     There is sacrifice.  If 
not for the devotion and 

support of my wife hold-
ing down the fort, I could  

not have done this.  I am 
grateful to my agency for 
seeing something in me 
that they felt was worth 
developing.  I would like 

to encourage anyone 
who has the opportunity 
and desire to attend, to 
apply.   If you are in a 
position to select and 
nominate a candidate, 
please do.  Developing 
the next generation of 
leaders is the most im-
portant thing that we as 
police managers can 
do.  I believe that polic-
ing is a job, a profes-
sion and a calling.  The 
NA was the 

“Superbowl” of policing 
and I was honored and 
humbled to be a part of 
the 253rd session.   
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SOLITTI 

Volume 1 ,  Issue 20  

On July 12, 2013 we had a great time celebrating the graduation of our friend     
Jersey City Police Department Captain Dan Sollitti from the prestigious FBI 

National Academy. Colleagues, friends and family celebrated at San Vito      
Restaurant in Bayonne over a great meal and a lot of laughs. Congratulations 

Dan! We are proud of you. — at San Vito Restaurant. 
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MORE POOL PARTY SHOTS 

 

Christopher Columbus and 

his ships in port, a painting 

by   Evaristo Dominguez 

called "Puerto de Palos". 
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Louisiana Governor Says Racism Persists Because of  Terms 
such as Italian-American 

By Vito Pecorino  

Governor Bobby Jindal of Louisiana speaking at the 2013 Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in         
Maryland. 

  

     Republican Governor of Louisiana Bobby Jindal addressed the issue of racism in August, and he thinks 

that hyphenated words such as Italian-American, are part of the reason racism exists. 

     Jindal says we should all be called Americans. 

     In his Opinion piece which was originally published at politico.com Jindal said: 

  

     While racism still rears its ugly head from time to time since Martin Luther King Jr.’s iconic “I have a 
dream” speech, the major race problem facing modern America is that minorities are too focused on their sep-

arateness. 

     We still place far too much emphasis on our “separateness,” our heritage, ethnic background, skin color, 
etc.  We live in the age of hyphenated Americans: Asian-Americans, Italian-Americans, African-Americans, 

Mexican-Americans, Cuban-Americans, Indian-Americans, and Native Americans, to name just a few. 

     Here’s an idea: How about just “Americans?” That has a nice ring to it, if you ask me. Placing undue em-

phasis on our “separateness” is a step backward. 

 Is this guy for real? 

     That’s all fine and dandy ’till you’re reminded of your ethnicity, like when someone calls you a Guinea,   

Guido Dago or Wop. 

     It’s hard not to be Italian-American in the States.  Example, at work, if you’re asked to describe someone to 

a colleague, I’ve overheard descriptions of me starting with “you know, the fat Italian guy”. 

     Growing up in an extremely diverse area of New York, people always asked, “what nationality are you?”  

No one ever answered “American,” even if they were born here. 

     I met this really great girl at a party a couple of months ago. We hit it off and had tons in common and spent 
more than half an hour talking. “What are you, anyway?” she asked. I looked down at my shirt, wondering if I 

had accidentally ventured out in a costume. 

     From the look in her eyes, I knew that she sought a real answer. I had no idea how to respond. 

“I am Italian,” I said, confidently. 

     Someone tell Bobby Jindal that until people stop asking who we are,  we will never lose our hyphens. 

     In the 2000 Census, seven million American citizens refused to place themselves into a single category by 
refusing to describe themselves as only white, black, Asian, Latino or any one of the other specific categories 

listed. 

     I always mark “other” and when I complete my census, I put down Italian. Its time Italian-Americans all 

started marking other and state who we are. 

     Bobby Jindal was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to immigrants from India. His real gripe is not with the 
hyphenation, it’s the fact that Indians from India don’t have much of a history in America like Italian-

Americans who helped shape this country. 

     The hyphen should never end.  It’s a connection to a heritage.  It’s a connection to a history and I don’t  

believe we should lose it. 

     The fact that I call myself an Italian-American is offensive to some people. Luckily, I’m not alone, because 

they are offended by all hyphenated Americans. 

     Saying everyone should be just one thing is a rather fascist way of thinking. 

     I’m very proud of both of my nationalities and I’m sticking with both. You are what your life makes you, and 

you certainly don’t deny any part of it to ease the xenophobia of a few bigots 
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 ITALIAN AMERICAN POLICE SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY 

2013 Columbus Day Parade Briefing Memo  

 

2013 IAPSNJ Columbus Day Parade Queen Miss Nicole Attanasio of        
Mountainside, N.J. 

 
2013 IAPSNJ Parade Grand Marshal Somerset County Sheriff Frank      

Provenzano of Raritan, N.J. 
 

Saturday, October 12
th

  Jersey City Columbus Day Parade 
 

Marchers and police vehicles should assemble at the corner of Newark Avenue & 
Merseles St. in downtown Jersey City at Noon. Marchers should be in department 

uniform or business attire to march. 

Sunday, October 13
th

   Morris County Columbus Day Parade  
 

Marchers and police vehicles should assemble at the East Hanover Fire             
Department at Ridgedale Ave. & De Forest St. at 1:30PM. Marchers should be in 
department uniform or business attire to march. There will be an Italian Festival   

afterwards.  
 

Monday, October 14
th

     NYC Columbus Day Parade  
 

Marchers and police vehicles should meet at the Port Authority Police                 
Administration Bldg at 500 Boulevard East, Weehawken, NJ at 8:30am in depart-
ment uniform or business attire. Breakfast will be served and personal cars can be 
parked at the PAPD until we return. We will be joining the NYPD Columbia Assn for 

lunch afterwards in NYC.  
 
 

Family members are more than welcome to march with us dressed in smart 
attire. No sweats or jeans please as the parade is shown live in WNBC    

Channel 4 NYC 
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Italian American Police Society 

Of New Jersey 

P.O. Box 352 

Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071  

 

AND 

 

 

 

We’re on the 

Web! 

www.iapsnj.org 

MEMBERS ANNUAL POOL PARTY 


