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      In June of 2014, 

New Jersey will reveal 
America’s Champions at 
a historic, life and percep-
tion-changing event.  
From June 14-21, New 
Jersey will host the 2014 
Special Olympics USA 
Games where more than 
3,500 athletes from 
around the country will 
compete in 16 sports be-
fore tens of thousands of 
fans and volunteers. 

 

     Every four years Spe-
cial Olympics conducts 
National Summer Games 
in the United States that 
includes athletes from all 
52 US Programs.  In 
2011, New Jersey was 
chosen as the host for the  
2014 Special Olympics 
USA Games, the most 
dynamic, innovative and 
largest national Games to 
date. 

     While the 
2014 USA 
Games will high-
light competition, 
it is the special 
events including 
Opening and 
Closing Ceremo-
nies, the athlete 
events and edu-
cational pro-
grams through-
out the week 
that will create 
an experience of 
a lifetime for all 
athletes, families 
and volunteers 

in attendance.  The po-
tential reach of these 
Games will help lead to a 
change in understanding 
and acceptance of per-
sons with intellectual dis-
abilities in communities 
throughout New Jersey 
as well as the United 
States. 

 

     An integral part of 
these games are the Law 
Enforcement torch run for 
Special Olympics and the 
law enforcement officers 
that assist in the Special 
Olympics Games. Each 
year members of the Ital-
ian American Police Soci-
ety of New Jersey join 
their police colleagues to 
volunteer at the Summer 
and Winter Games. Since 
New Jersey will host the 
USA National Games, 
more law enforcement 
support than ever will be 
needed. I would like our 

organization to rise to the 
challenge more than ever. 
Our own Executive Board 
member Chief Robert 
Belfiore (ret.) serves as 
the State Director of the 
Law Enforcement Torch 
Run. In this capacity, 
Chief Belfiore and the 
State Committee has 
raised more than $2.7mil-
lion dollars for Special 
Olympics New Jersey 
making our state number 
one in the world for fund 
raising!  

 

     Please consider volun-
teering at these games 
along with fellow law en-
forcement officers from 
throughout New Jersey. 
There is nothing better 
than to see the look on 
the faces of these special 
athletes when law en-
forcement officers are on 
hand to encourage them 
at these games. Let's 
show the nation how New 
Jersey is a model for law 
enforcement by joining us 
in this games. Please feel 
free to contact Chief Bel-
fiore or myself through 
the website for additional 
information. I look forward 
to your participation in the 
coming year. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

 

William Schievella,  

President 

 

PR E S I D E N T ’S  ME S S A G E  
BY :  B I L L  SC H I E V E L LA  
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After The 
Badge.com and  

Robert “Bob” Brown 
Esq.  

reported the following 
this past December.  I 
find this type of updat-
ed information to be 
very valuable, especial-
ly since it is so difficult 
to find and so little is 
disseminated, there-
fore I’m passing it 
along as my comments 
for this quarter. 
     
      If you haven’t  
checked out After the 
Badge as of yet, you 
just might want to give 
them a look, either on 
Facebook or on the 
web at 
www.afterthebadge
.com, especially if 

you’re retired.   
Lots of good 
informative, 
current infor-
mation regard-
ing our pension 
situation can be 
found there. 

 
 
PFRS COLA 
CASE TO            
BE ARGUED 
BEFORE THE                   
APPELLATE 
COURT 
 

     Chapter 78 sus-
pended our COLA since 
June 28, 2011 and 
three lawsuits fol-
lowed. One was by the 
Unions, another by a 
group of retired Deputy 
Attorney Generals and 
Assistant Prosecutors 
and the last by a small 
group of PFRS Retir-
ees. 
      
     The Clerk of the 
Appellate Division had 
originally selected the 
PFRS Retirees, as the 
first in the batter's box 
to be heard on appeal 
about their suspended 
PFRS COLA's. As of late 
December the Unions 
and the retired DAG's  
have set a date for all 
three appeals to the 

suspension of our CO-
LAS to be heard on the 
same date.   Those 
Oral arguments will be 
heard, as per a new 
Appellate Division Or-
der (dated December 
5, 2013), on Tuesday, 
January 28, 2014. 
      
     The case of DeLu-
cia, et al. vs. State of 
New Jersey (Docket 
No. A-000632-12T1),  
(Lead Attorney, Robert 
“Bob” Brown) the only 
case just involving the 
PFRS, was previously 
scheduled for oral ar-
gument on Tuesday, 
December 17, 2013 at 
10:30AM at the Middle-
sex County Courthouse 
in the City of New 
Brunswick (Court Room 
103).  Once again, that 
case will now be heard 
on Tuesday, January 
28, 2014. 
   
      This is the time for 
all PFRS Retirees to 
take an interest about 
their COLA. It is im-
portant for PFRS Retir-
ees to try and take 
some time to attend 
this Hearing in central 
New Jersey on January 
28 and pack the court 
room since the argu-
ments by both the Ap-

pellants (retirees) and 
the Respondents 
(Attorney Generals Of-
fice) will affect them 
for the rest of their life-
times. Based upon the 
court rules, these 
Hearings should only 
take about an hour be-
fore the Appellate Pan-
el.  
    
      Both the Appel-
lants (PFRS Retirees) 
and the Respondents 
(Attorney General) 
highlight their legal ar-
guments before the 
Appellate Panel that 
they have already sub-
mitted in their written 
legal briefs and tran-
script of the Hearing 
before Judge Hurd (the 
trial judge that first 
heard the case at the 
Mercer County Court-
house). The Judges on 
the Appellate Panel 
then ask questions of 
the attorneys. No deci-
sion will be rendered 
on January 28th but a 
written decision by the 
Judges should follow  
in about 60 days. 
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From the Editor ~ Pat Minutillo 
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NEW YORK CITY COLUMBUS DAY PARADE 2013 
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At the Columbus Day Parade in Jersey City (L-R) : This year’s    
IAPSNJ Humanitarian  of the Year, Nicholas J. Grillo,  IAPSNJ 

President  Bill Schievella and Hudson County Sheriff               

Frank X. Schillari. 

At the Morris County Columbus Day Parade in East Hanover 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR          

2013 COLUMBUS DAY 

PARADE QUEEN  

NICOLE ATTANASIO 

AND OUR 

PARADE GRAND MARSHALL 

SHERIFF FRANK PROVENZANO 

 

IAPSNJ President William Schievella poses 

with Massachusetts President Michael    

Giacoppo, Vice President Nicholas Saggese 

and Lt. Gen. George Flynn, USMC at Andover 

Country Club while visiting the                       

Massachusettes Italian American Police         

Association in October. 

 

Members of the Boston Police               
Department recognized for bravery at the 

Andover Country Club in                      
Massachusetts by the Massachusetts 
Italian American Police Association in 

October. 
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Great evening on September 

29th at the  Jersey City        

Columbus Day Parade  Gala 

at  Il Villagio in Carlstadt. 

Congratulations to our 

friends Hudson County    

Freeholder Director Anthony    

Romano for being selected as 

Deputy Grand Marshal,      

Jersey City PO Chris Vierra 

as Italian American Police  

Officer of the Year, Father  

Jurek Zaslona and to Parade 

Chairman Nicholas Grillo. 

The event was a huge       

success as was the great      

parade in  Jersey City on   

Big Brothers and Sisters of New Jersey 

Christmas Party 
      December 21, 2013   

Our annual Christmas party for over 200 boys and girls in need of a great  holiday 
season, with gifts, food and entertainment (and a visit from Mr. and Mrs Claus) was 

held at the Whippany American Legion Post 155. 
Party came complete with visits by Batman, Wonder Woman, face painters and of 

course Santa and Mrs. Claus. 

http://www.iapsnj.org/pictures/nggallery/iapsnj/2013-big-brothers-sisters-party/
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Hoboken Italian Festival 

  Societa Madonna Dei Martiri  

IAPSNJ Honored to Participate  

 On the weekend of August 7, 

2013 the Italian American Police Society 

of New Jersey participated in the       

Hoboken Italian Festival held on Frank 

Sinatra Park along the Hudson River.        

 This festival which is one the 

largest Italian American events on the 

East Coast is run by the Societa        

Madonna Dei Martiri.   

     While at the event the IAPSNJ       

provided the public with information 

about crime prevention, child safety 

and police recruitment. The weather 

was perfect and our brothers and      

sisters from the Hoboken PD made the 

day a huge success. 

Members of the Italian American Police Society 
of New Jersey working the night shift enjoy a  
moment with Hoboken Police Detective Mark   

Aurigemma and North Bergen Municipal       

Prosecutor Julio Morejon. 

 

Members of the Society's Executive Board 
along with IAPSNJ member and Hoboken PBA 

President Vince Lombardi working at the table. 

 

Large crowds came out to enjoy  the 
feast and some great authentic Italian 

food and music at Sinatra Drive in   

  Hoboken, NJ. 
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Proudly Wear Your                 

Organization’s Apparel! 

ORDER @ 

www.iapsnjwear.com 

CALL 732-277-7123 

SALES@SMVINC.COM 

Interested in viewing this Magazine in full  color on line? 

Would you like to re-visit a previous issue? 

Simply go to our  web site at: 

www.iapsnj.org 

and  you will find our Magazine link in the upper right hand corner.  Just click on the link and choose the 
issue of your choice. 

 The Wood Ridge Police 
Benevolent Association 
along with the Italian 
American Police Society 
of NJ hosted a Toy Drive 
on  Saturday, December 
14th from 9am to 4pm at 
the Wood Ridge Police 
Department Garage locat-
ed at 85 Humboldt Street 
in Wood Ridge. Those 
toys were used for the 
holiday party given for Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters 
of New Jersey. Refresh-
ments were served and we 
were all very happy to 
help brighten the holiday 

for those less fortunate.  HELPING TO BRIGHTEN THE HOLIDAYS FOR SOME 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

LOGO APPAREL ITEMS CAN SIMPLY BE ORDERED BY VISITING THE HOME PAGE OF 

OUR WEB SITE AND CLICKING ON THE LINK  LOCATED ON THE RIGHT SIDEBAR. 

http://iapsnjwear.com
Sebbie
Sticky Note
Click to be taken to the Store
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S.A. Jeffrey, Zappulla         Homeland Security Investigations  
S.O. Anthony Viso               Hudson County Sheriffs Office 

S.O. Salvatore DiCiaccio    Hudson County Sheriffs Office 

J.D.O. Scott Gurliaccio        Morris Co. Juvenile Detention 

Ptl. David Gizzi                     Morristown PD  

S.O. Joseph Royce         Passaic County Sheriffs Office 

S.O.  Nicolas Monaco          Morris County Sheriff's Office  

Ptl. Joseph Ciraulo      Maplewood P.D. 

Ptl. Chris Kelly       Maplewood P.D.  

Ptl. Joseph  Antonello         Sparta Township P.D. 

Sgt. Frank Mazzarella           Winfield Police Department  

Ptl. Christopher Schiavo      Passaic County Sheriff’s Office 

Inv. Ronald Regen                 Attorney General's Office   

S.O. Michael Provenzano     Morris County sheriff's Office  

S.A. Frank Adamo                 Department of Justice, OIG  

Ptl. Remo D'Alessandro       Parsippany Police Department  

Chief Philip J. Crosson Jr.   Chatham Borough Police Dept. 

Ptl. Matthew Deangelo     Caldwell Police Department  

Insp. Michael De Francesco  U.S. Dept of Homeland Security  

SCO Fausto Rossy          NJ Dept. of Corrections  

Ptl. Ted Anderson                 Parsippany Police Deptartment  

 

A NOTE OF THANKS TO MACY’S CORPORATION FOR THEIR    

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION OF A $1000 GRANT TO HELP        

PROVIDE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR THE OVER TWO HUNDRED 

BOYS AND GIRLS WHO COME OUT AND HELP US CELEBRATE  

EVERY CHRISTMAS SEASON AT OUR ANNUAL BIG BROTHERS 

AND BIG SISTERS PARTY. 
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GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG  

FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION 

AND INFORMATION 

 
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2013 Membership Dues of $25 to 
keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as our scholarship and 
"good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. Our Dues Payment via PayPal 
has taken off and at least 15% of our membership have now renewed on-line, as well as New Members joining and 

paying their dues fully on-line.  

This year we will be pushing our dues renewal campaign via email, to the on-line system. Please take advantage of 
it.  It is simple & secure. You will start seeing the 2013 dues reminders starting in November. Take advantage. No 

PayPal account, No Worries.  The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please 
make checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number if possible.  

Mail to: I.A.P.S. of N.J., 729 Indian Road, Wayne NJ, 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR  DUES 
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MEMBER NEWS 

     If you wish to continue receiving 

these magazines and your dues are 

not up to date please renew your 

membership in a timely manner.   

     We’d hate to lose you as part of 

our IAPSNJ family. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2014 
Pasta Night to Benefit Special 

Olympics 

Location: 
Local 464 , Meat Cutters Union Hall 

245 Paterson Avenue  Little Falls, NJ 

Live Band Music  
Comedian 

Tricky Tray Auction 
Wine tasting provided by a local winery 

Check our web site for updates: 

www.iapsnj.org 

iapsnj.org/pasta
http://www.iapsnj.org/membership/
http://iapsnj.org/duespay
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      In 1889, 28 years after the            
unification of Italy, during a visit to  

Naples of Queen Margherita of Savoy, 
wife of King Umberto I, chef           

RAFFAELE  ESPOSITO of Pizzeria 
Brandi and his wife created a pizza   
resembling the colors of the Italian 

flag, red (tomato), white (mozzarella) 
and green (basil). They named it after 

the Queen - Pizza Margherita. 

 

     In 1522 - Tomatoes were brought 
back to Europe from the New World 

(Peru). Originally they were thought to 
be poisonous, but later the poorer 
people of Naples added the new        

tomatoes to their yeast dough and  
created the first simple pizza, as we 
know it. They usually had only flour, 
olive oil, lard, cheese, and herbs with 
which to feed their families. All of Italy 
proclaimed the Neapolitan pies to be 

the best. At that time, the Tavern of the 
Cerrigloi was a hangout for the     

Spanish soldiers of the Viceroy. It is 
said that they flocked there to feast on 

the specialty of the house - pizza.  

Do you know where the dish 
“Fettucine Alfredo” comes 

from?  

 It was created in the early 1900s by 
Alfredo Di Lelio, owner and chef of 

Ristorante Alfredo alla Scrofa in 
Rome.  Alfredo invented the now 

worldwide-famous dish to satisfy 

his pregnant wife’s cravings.  

 While variations across the 
world today don’t always reflect 
the original, the recipe is quite 
simple: fettuccine tossed with 
butter and Parmesan cheese – 
which is also how the dish is 

most commonly known in Italy: 

fettuccine burro e parmigiano. 

(in the photo: Alfredo with      

President Kennedy) 
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     The Feast of the Epiphany, celebrated January 6 with a national holiday in 
Italy, and the tradition of La Befana are a big part of Italian Christmas cele-
brations. Epiphany commemorates the 12th day of Christmas when the three 
Wise Men arrived at the manger bearing gifts for Baby Jesus. The traditional 

Christmas holiday season in Italy lasts through Epiphany. 
La Befana 
     Italy's traditional celebration includes the tale of a witch known as La Be-
fana who arrives on her broomstick during the night of January 5 and fills the 
stockings with toys and sweets for the good children and lumps of coal for 

the bad ones. 
     According to the legend, the night before the Wise Men arrived at the 

manger they stopped at the shack of an old woman to ask directions. They 
invited her to come along but she replied that she was too busy. Then a 
shepherd asked her to join him but again she refused. Later that night, she 
saw a great light in the sky and decided to join the Wise Men and the shep-
herd bearing gifts that had belonged to her child who had died. She got lost 

and never found the manger. 

     Now La Befana flies around on her broomstick each year on the 11th night, bringing gifts to children in hopes 
that she might find the Baby Jesus. Children hang their stockings on 
the evening of January 5 awaiting the visit of La Befana. 
See My Belfana  for La Befana song and more about the legend. 
The origins of La Befana may actually go back farther, to the 
Roman's pagan festival of Saturnalia, a one or two week festival 
starting just before the winter solstice. At the end of Saturnalia, 

Romans would go to the Temple of Juno on the Capitoline Hill to 
have their augers read by an old crone. Many pagan traditions were 
incorporated into Christmas celebrations when Christianity became 
main stream. La Befana was a good substitute for the old woman 
who read the augers. The saying augur originated with this practice, 
too, as it was common to wish someone good augers. 
La Befana Festivals 

     The town of Urbania , in Le Marche region, holds a 4-day festival 
for La Befana from January 2-6. Children can meet La Befana in La 
Casa della Befana. This is one of the biggest celebrations for La Be-
fana in Italy. 
     The Befane races, Regatta delle Bafane, are held in Venice on 
January 6. Men dressed as La Befana race in boats on the Grand 

Canal. See Regatta delle Befane  on Living Venice. 

     La Befana and Epiphany in Italy 
By Martha Bakerjian 

     John Bensalhia looks at Thomas Jefferson's 1787 tour of northern 

Italy,in the late 18th century: 

     In 1787, Thomas Jefferson, the third President of the United 

States of America and American founding father, embarked on a tour 

of southern France and northern areas of Italy. 

     Departing on 28th February 1787, Jefferson was to explore nota-

ble areas of these two countries on a tour of 1200 miles. Intriguingly, 

for a man of high position, he chose to travel alone and incognito as a 

private citizen from Virginia as opposed to a diplomat, paying his own 

way and opting to hire valets in each town that he reached. 

     He reached Italy in the middle of April and stayed there until the 

end of the month visiting the areas around Turin, Novara, Milan and 

Genoa and making notes on each destination's lifestyles, environ-

ment and climate. 

- See more at: http://www.italymagazine.com/featured-story/thomas-

jeffersons-journey-italy#sthash.N6T12QTW.dpuf  
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     Who is this mysteri-
ous and important char-
acter whose invention is 
so much part of Italian 
life? He does not have, 
as he would deserve, 
squares or streets 
named after him despite 
the fact that no Italian 
could imagine what an 
upset there would be in 
eating habits if pasta dis-
appeared from the table. 
Fable and legend have 
often accompanied this 
essential of Italian cui-
sine, some given credit 
by the signature of fa-
mous writers, such as 
the authoritative Matilde 
Serao, who told us of a 
magician who, in a dark 
Neapolitan ‘basso’, with 
doors and windows 
locked to keep out prying 
eyes, stirs a reddish con-
coction in a cauldron with 
the unmistakable odor of 
spaghetti with meat 
sauce. A legend, natural-
ly, because at the time of 
magicians and witches 
Christopher Columbus 
had not yet discovered 
America and its toma-
toes. 
     Then there is the 
more famous story of 
Marco Polo who returns 
from China with a packet 
of Chinese noodles in his 
bag. And, who knows, 
perhaps the novelty for 
the great traveler was in 
the raw material, be-
cause pasta made from 

rice flour – if this is what 
is being talked about – 
had probably not yet 
been seen by us. History, 
the real history, however, 
tells things differently, 
and knows perfectly well 
that at the time of Marco 
Polo’s return, pasta had 
been eaten at the Vene-
tian table for at least two 
centuries. 
 

Origins in Sicily 
 

     Following the trail of 
pasta through the dark 
centuries after the fall of 
the Roman Empire is a 
long and difficult matter: 
the absence of docu-
ments and sources 
makes the road hard.    
Certainly the medieval 
housewives of the time 
would put something of 
the type into the pan of 
soup, also using different 
types of grain such as 
spelt, barley and rye; but 
for the arrival of pasta as 
we understand it today it 
is necessary to jump a 
few centuries when sev-
eral fast Arab ships land-
ed on the beach of a 
green bay dotted with the 
golden color of wild or-
anges.  
     Let us leave the de-
scription to the great Ar-
ab geographer, Al Idrisi 
who, in 1154, in his book 
Libro di Ruggero, said: 
‘In Sicily there is a town 
called Trabia, an en-

chanting place blessed 
with water year-round 
and mills. In this town 
they make a food from 
flour in the form of 
strings. Enough is pro-
duced to supply, as well 
as the towns of Calabria, 
those in Muslim and 
Christian regions, too’. 
So at that time the indus-
try of pasta-making must 
have been well-
established in this place.    
There were many mills 
and the system for drying 
must have reached a 
high level, to allow it to 
be stored in wooden 
drums which the fast 
ships of the maritime re-
publics of Genoa and 
Pisa could transport all 
over the then known 
world. 
 

Pasta shapes 
 

     With the first written 
documents come the first 
records: during the13th 
century, pasta was wide 
spread all over Italy. 
Through what mysterious 
channels the different 
shapes of pasta made in 
the home began to ap-
pear is difficult to say. At 
the time of the domina-
tion of Puglia by the An-
gioini, lords of Provence, 
it emerged in the form of 
orecchiette, copying that 
of the Provençal crosets 
which then became cor-
zetti in nearby Liguria; 

the itryia which they 
made in Sicily became 
Puglian tria and, with 
Spanish domination, 
changed into fideus and 
then the Ligurian fidelini. 
Pasta-making soon left 
the domestic kitchen to 
become the work of pas-
ta-makers. As well as the 
large areas of intensive 
pasta production such as 
the Amalfi and Sorrento 
coasts in Campania or 
the Riviera area of Ligu-
ria, in almost every town 
there was the figure of 
the pasta-maker. In gen-
eral, the same mills pro-
duced both small and 
long forms of pasta by 
hand, using the skills of 
the housewives who 
used to make pasta with-
in the walls of the home. 
     So although we can 
reasonably affirm that 
there was no single in-
ventor of macaroni, it is 
more difficult to explain 
why pasta in Italy has 
taken hold in Italy to be-
come an integral part of 
the Italian DNA. Difficult, 
too, to know who first 
kicked a ripe tomato so 
that it landed on a plate 
of pasta. Certainly not 
Matilde Serao’s magi-
cian, but definitely a ben-
efactor of humanity, 
anonymous but no less 
important for that. 
 

Article from                  
Italy Magazine 

Who invented Macaroni?                                     
Chi ha inventato i Maccheroni? 
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Planned closure of  Italian consulate in Newark sparks criticism 

By Lisa Rose/The Star-Ledger The Star-Ledger  

     The Italian consulate in Newark is slated 

to close in March, passing its jurisdiction 

over to New York.  

     Although 13 other Italian consulates 

worldwide are being shuttered due to fiscal 

woes, the New Jersey office is the only loca-

tion in the United States that is getting the 

boot.  

It has nothing to do with Snooki or Tony 

Soprano. Jerseyans shouldn’t take the clo-

sure personally, according to a statement 

from the Italian embassy.  

     “Let us stress that the decision of closing 

the Italian Consulate in Newark was taken 

exclusively for administrative and functional 

reasons, and it is part of a broad and de-

tailed action plan that will significantly re-

duce costs but also redistribute human and 

financial resources to reinvest them in other 

areas of the consular network in order to 

best serve the needs of citizens and busi-

nesses,” said the statement.  

     The plan to close in Newark is getting a 

strong reaction from prominent New Jersey 

Italians, including U.S. Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-

9th Dist.), who is campaigning to keep the 

Garden State linked to the old country.  

     Pascrell sent a letter in support of the 

consulate to Italian Ambassador Claudio 

Bisogniero two weeks ago. He said one pos-

sibility is scaling back on services rather 

than locking up for good. 

     “I’m fighting to keep it open,” said Pas-

crell. “This could be a tremendous blow to 

the Italian-American community. There are 

more than one million people with an Italian 

background in New Jersey and consulates 

are of tremendous value helping people with 

travel, visas and immigration.” 

     Newark is home to consulates for several 

countries, including Portugal, Ecuador and 

Colombia. The Italian consulate’s function 

goes far beyond processing paperwork, said 

Andre DiMino, executive director of UNICO, 

an Italian-American service organization 

based in Fairfield.  

     DiMino called the Newark consulate after 

he learned that “Jersey Shore” was planning 

to film a season in Italy. The office connect-

ed him with the mayor of Florence and soon, 

Snooki and company found themselves 

banned from drinking in public during the 

shoot. 

     “I wanted to warn them that this dis-

graceful program was coming to Florence,” 

said DiMino. “The consulate was my direct 

connection to Italy. They put me in touch 

with the mayor to let him know about this 

show that denigrates Italians.”  

     DiMino said the consulate also helped 

Jerseyans locate aid groups in Italy after a 

deadly 2009 earthquake.  

     “New Jersey has such a large Italian pop-

ulation, it’s inconceivable that they would 

close the consulate down,” said DiMino. “Of 

all the places that the Italian government 

should have a consulate, it’s New Jersey.”  

     The Newark consulate helps the organiz-

ers of the Ocean County Columbus Day Pa-

rade book entertainers from Italy. Parade 

chairman Michael Blandina said he is con-

cerned that event logistics could become 

more complicated dealing with larger, out-of-

state consulates in New York or Philadelph-

ia. 

     “The Newark consulate works closely 

with us on bringing Italian singers and flag-

waving groups to participate in the parade,” 

said Blandina. “We’re losing something that 

we really need because we have such a 

large concentration of Italians in Ocean 

County and New Jersey as a whole. It bridg-

es the gap between us and Italy.”  

In America; Whitman Steals the Future 
By BOB HERBERT 

Published: February 22, 1995 

     Over the past 25 years the State of New Jersey has struggled, under a succession of Democratic and 
Republican governors, to reverse a social and economic decline that, by the 1960's, had hit many North-
eastern industrial areas. 

     Difficult budget decisions were made, often at significant political cost. But the benefits for New Jersey 
residents were many. A vastly improved higher education system was developed and state aid to local pub-
lic schools surged. The environment was cleaned up. Mass transit was improved. The state's budget was 
balanced without gimmicks and its credit rating was triple-A. 

     There is a strong link between those developments and the fact that New Jersey residents today are 
among the best educated in the country, and rank near the top in per-capita income. 

     Now many of the gains made over a quarter of a century are in danger of slipping away because the 
current Governor, Christine Todd Whitman, has chosen to finance her political ambitions with a popular 
buy-now, pay-later economic policy that will place a financial stranglehold on future generations of New 
Jerseyans. 

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES—LOOKING BACK 

THE BEGINNING OF THE LOOTING OF OUR PENSION SYSTEM 
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Convicted mobster ‘Fat Ange’ opens first Mafia restaurant in New Jersey 

By Phil Leo |  

     Former Philly mob associate Angelo Lutz is making a huge hit in the restaurant world with a 
new Mafia-themed Italian eatery in New Jersey. 
     Lutz, known as Fat Ange,  was one of seven men convicted in a 2001 mob trial and served near-
ly seven years in federal prison for racketeering. 
     Inside his new restaurant, the Kitchen Consigliere,  A mural on one wall puts Lutz at a table 
with famous gangsters and the sconces to hold the lights look like 9 mm handguns. 
     And some nights, he serves up a special he calls Joey’s Pork Chops, in honor of Joseph 
“Skinny Joey” Merlino, the reputed Philadelphia-South Jersey mob boss. He’s also happy to tell 
customers stories from his past. 

Congratulations to former Morris County Sheriff John M. Fox and Bergen 
County Sheriff Michael Saudino. Sheriff Fox received this year’s State  

Troopers Coalition Lifetime Achievement Award and Sheriff Saudino was   

selected to receive their prestigious Man of the Year Award. 

In photo left to right: IAPSNJ Executive Secretary Patrick Minutillo, IAPSNJ 
Trustee Matt Stambuli, Sheriff Michael Saudino, Sheriff John M. Fox,  Sussex 

County Sheriff Michael Strada and IAPSNJ Trustee Dan Sollitti. 
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Posted on September 28, 2013 by Dan White  
from New Jersey State Fraternal Order of Police Newsletter  

 
     This program was established in 1979 to provide the cost of tuition to any child or sur-
viving spouse of a firefighter, law enforcement officer, and emergency responder killed in 
the line of duty, who is enrolled in a New Jersey public or private institution of higher edu-
cation.  Under the program, a child or surviving spouse enrolled in a public institution 
would have the cost of tuition paid for by the State.  Survivors enrolled in private institu-
tions would have tuition paid at a rate not more than the highest tuition of a public institu-
tion. 
     Governor Christie began phasing out the funding of this very worthy program in 2011, 
limiting the benefit only to those currently enrolled in the program at that time.  In his 
budget this year, he completely eliminated the funding.  One would think that the funding 
was some astronomical figure for him to cut back or eliminate the funding.  Not so…the 
figure was a measly $34,000 a year…what a poke in the eye! 
     This subsidy is the very least our State government could do for survivors of those 
first responders who have given their lives in the line of duty…the ultimate sacrifice! 

Governor Christie Eliminates Survivor  

Tuition Benefits Program 

IAPSNJ   
Executive 

Board  
Member    

Matt     
Stambuli          

and IAPSNJ 
Member 

Matt Kickey              
at the    

Hudson   
County 

Prosecutors         
Detectives 
PBA  Local 
232 Annual 
Golf Outing 

to benefit the Detective Joseph Walker Legal defense fund.  

https://www.facebook.com/matt.stambuli?directed_target_id=131819237822
https://www.facebook.com/matt.stambuli?directed_target_id=131819237822
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Philip 
Mazzei  

Original artwork for the 1980 
U.S. airmail stamp honoring 

Philip Mazzei 

     Philip Mazzei  a Florentine 
merchant, surgeon, and horti-
culturist, befriendedThomas 
Jefferson through business 
connections several years 
before they actually met. After 
working as a wine merchant in 
London for about eighteen 
years, Mazzei sailed to Virgin-
ia in 1773 to indulge his inter-
est in the political life of the 
Colonies and to conduct agri-
cultural experiments. The Vir-
ginia Legislature had promised 
Mazzei some land in Augusta 
County, and on his way to the 
Shenandoah Valley, he 
stopped to see Jefferson. 
When he discovered that the 
land he was to receive was 
divided into separate tracts, he 
was persuaded by Jefferson to 
settle in Albemarle County. 
Jefferson gave him 193 acres 
of land on the south side of 
Monticello. Mazzei purchased 

about 700 more acres by 1778 
and named his farm Colle. 

          Mazzei brought many 
people with him, including 
the widow Maria Martin, 
whom he married in 1774, 
several workers, and a tai-
lor. Carlo Bellini, whom Jef-
ferson recommended for a 
position as professor of 
modern languages at the 
College of William and Mary, 
and more vignerons arrived 
soon thereafter. Mazzei and 
Jefferson worked on com-
posing propaganda and 

electing "Independent Compa-
nies," volunteers from each 
county to become representa-
tives for a "Convention" rather 
than the Assembly (when peo-
ple elected the same men to 
the "Convention" who were 
already members of the As-
sembly, Lord Dunmore could 
not simply dissolve the 
"Convention"). Elected to the 
vestry after only six months of 
residence in the area, Mazzei 
began to speak in various 
churches about Jefferson's 
ideas on religious freedom. 
When he announced his 
"Proposal for forming a Com-
pany or Partnership, for the 
Purpose of raising and making 
Wine, Oil, agruminous Plants, 
and Silk," he had no trouble 
finding subscribers. In May 
1774 a severe frost ruined the 
vines that had been planted, 
yet Mazzei felt that Virginia's 
soil and climate was "better 
calculated" than any other for 

wine production. 

     Regardless of his predic-
tion, the "Wine Company" 
failed to thrive. Instead, 
Mazzei began to establish his 
reputation as a patriot by join-
ing the revolutionary war effort. 
He became a private in the 
"Independent Company" of 
Albemarle when the British 
first landed troops at Hampton. 
Jefferson gave him a copy of 
the "Rough Draught" of the 
Declaration of Independence, 
while an excerpt of Mazzei's 
"Instructions of the Freehold-
ers of Albemarle County to 
their Delegates in Convention" 
was used by Jefferson in his 
attempt to institute a new state 
constitution. Mazzei also 
signed a petition for Jeffer-
son's Committee on Religion 
to abolish spiritual tyranny. By 
1778 it was decided by Jeffer-
son, Patrick Henry, George 
Mason and others that 
Mazzei's efforts would be most 
useful abroad; he was sent to 
try to borrow money from the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany for 
Virginia and to gather useful 
political and military infor-
mation for Governor Jefferson. 
The State of Virginia paid him 
six hundred luigi a year be-
tween 1779 and 1784 for his 
services. Having become a 
naturalized citizen of Virginia, 
Mazzei returned to America in 
1783 in hope of receiving a 
consular post, but he was dis-
appointed. He left Virginia for 
the last time in 1785. His wife 
stayed at Colle until she died 
in 1788; she was buried in the 
family graveyard at Monticello. 
Mazzei eventually gave Colle 

to his wife's daughter 
(Mazzei's stepdaughter) Maria 
Margherita Martini, who mar-
ried Justin Pierre Plumard, 
Comte De Rieux in Paris in 
1780 and settled at Colle in 

1783. 

     After his departure, Mazzei 
maintained a close relationship 
with many of his former com-
patriots, including Jeffer-
son, Madison, and Monroe. 
Mazzei published a four-
volume history of the colo-
nies, Recherches Historiques 
et Politiques sur les États-Unis 
de l'Amérique Septentrio-
nale (1788), and he relied on 
his Virginia connections for 
material for the book. As the 
first history of the American 
Revolution to be published in 
French, the book became 
known as a source about the 
truth of the American Revolu-
tion, a counterweight to British 
propaganda and French misin-
formation. The success of his 
book led to his appointment as 
the Polish chargé de affaires in 
Paris. Mazzei furthered his 
career by moving to Warsaw 
to work as an agent for the 
enlightened King Stanislaus 
Augustus of Poland. The King 
had admired Mazzei's efforts 
during the American and 
French revolutions, and 
Mazzei eventually helped to 
reestablish relations between 
France and Poland. He re-
mained in Warsaw as the 
King's privy councilor until the 
second division of Poland 

forced his retirement. 
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Filippo Mazzei (1730-1816)       

http://63.210.45.50/site/jefferson/thomas-jefferson-brief-biography
http://63.210.45.50/site/jefferson/thomas-jefferson-brief-biography
http://63.210.45.50/site/jefferson/james-madison
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     Mazzei and Jefferson con-
tinued to correspond. Mazzei 
helped Jefferson obtain por-
traits of Vespucius, Columbus, 
Magellan, and Cortez from the 
grand duke of Florence, and 
virtually all later copies that 
found their way into other 
American collections (including 
Madison's) were taken from 
the same Florence originals.  
To kindle interest in the Ameri-
can cause in Italy, he translat-
ed many of Jefferson's public 
speeches and letters, and he 
worked to improve provisions 
for U.S. merchants in Italian 
ports. Horticultural topics nev-
er ceased to be of interest to 
Mazzei and Jefferson. Jeffer-
son sent him a description of 
his plough, and Mazzei sent 
him many seeds and plants. 
Mazzei wrote of his trip to Flor-
ence to find sculptors for the 
U.S. Capitol and of his appeals 
on behalf of Ceracchi's widow. 

Jefferson also kept Mazzei 
apprised of political events. He 
sent Mazzei one of his most 
controversial letters, in which 
he wrote: "In place of that no-
ble love of liberty and republi-
can government which carried 
us triumphantly thro' the war, 
an Anglican, monarchical and 
aristocratical party has sprung 
up . . . . Against us are the 
Executive, the Judiciary, two 
out of three branches of the 
legislature, all the officers of 
the government, all who want 
to be officers, all timid men 
who prefer the calm of despot-
ism to the boisterous sea of 

liberty." 

     Mazzei's American invest-
ments were a continuous 
source of strife. Mazzei's farm 
at Colle had deteriorated. It 
had been rented to officers of 
the British Army who were 
detained at The Barracks pris-

on compound in Albemarle 
County. Jefferson explained 
that Mazzei "had rented his 
place to General Riedesel, 
whose horses in one week 
destroyed the whole labour of 
three or four years, and thus 
ended an experiment, which, 
from every appearance, would 
in a year or two more have 
established the practicability of 
that branch of culture in Ameri-
ca."   When Jefferson returned 
from France in 1789, Jefferson 
acted with Mazzei's lawyers in 
selling Colle in 1796 and lots 
in Richmond in 1813. Jeffer-
son discovered, however, that 
he could not remit the pro-
ceeds to Mazzei because of 
the War with England. He 
loaned the money to himself. 
He managed to pay off the 
interest to Mazzei's heirs, but 
the debt on the $7,000 princi-
pal was not settled until 1836 
when the heirs instituted a suit 

against Jefferson's estate. 

     Mazzei retired to Pisa, Italy, 
in 1792. He married Antonina 
Tonini in 1796, and had a 
daughter Elisabetta in 1798. In 
1802 he began to enjoy the 
pension paid by Alexander I of 
Russia, who had assumed the 
King of Poland's debts after 
the final partition of Poland 
(Mazzei had also become a 
citizen of Poland). Mazzei of-
ten contemplated returning to 
America, and not surprisingly, 
Jefferson recommended the 
Monticello neighborhood. Even 
if Mazzei at times tried Jeffer-
son's patience (Jefferson had 
written to Madison in 1784 that 
Mazzei's arrival in Annapolis 
would be worse than a return 
of his "double quotidian head-
ache", he wrote that Mazzei 
could find cheap land near 
Monticello; he nevertheless 
warned that in general the cost 

of living had dou-
bled and that much 
of the "amiable 
hospitality" which 
prevailed in Virgin-
ia had disappeared 
as a result.  
 Mazzei never did 
return to America. 
He established 
himself as a gar-
dener and died in 
1816, three years 
after completing his 

memoirs. 

Great Italian American Series 

Filippo Mazzei (1730-1816)       

 

Filippo Mazzei (1730-1816) a  Tuscan 

merchant, surgeon,  promoter of liberty, 

patriot and a close friend of Thomas 

Jefferson.   

 

In fact, Mazzei’s thesis (1774) on the 

equality of men was written into the Bill 

of Rights. Ever heard of “All men are 

created equal”—that was translated 

from Mazzei’s letter to Jefferson. 
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On Friday,    
October 4, 2013 
the Italian 
American      
Police Society 
of NJ hosted a 
Retirement   
Celebration 
Dinner for     
Executive 
Board Member 
Detective    
Nick Incanella 
of the Union 
County Police 
Department at 
the Spanish 

Tavern in Mountainside. 

      Many IAPSNJ members, colleagues, family and friends attended to 
celebrate Nick's outstanding career. The Chief of the Union County    
Police Department and the Union County Director of Public Safety paid 
tribute to Nick with various awards and proclamations along with many 

members of 
his depart-
ment. Con-
gratulations 
to Nick on a 
great career 
and best 
wishes to 
him and his 
wife Linda 
on the next 
chapter of 
his career.  

DETECTIVE NICK INCANELLA RETIRES 

http://www.iapsnj.org/pictures/nggallery/iapsnj/nicks-retirement-party/
Sebbie
Sticky Note
Click Photo to see more
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     On Friday, October 4, 2013 a large group 
of family, friends and co-workers joined    
together to celebrate the outstanding career 
of Mike Ruggiero at Amvets/Truffles in 
Belleville, NJ.  

     Detective Ruggiero served a long tenure 
as Bloomfield’s P.B.A. President and is also 
a former Executive Board Member of the 
IAPSNJ. 

BLOOMFIELD  DETECTIVE  

MICHAEL  RUGGIERO  
RETIRES  

     A Mobster was fed alive to pigs by rival gangsters as part of a feud between members of an 
Italian crime family, . 

     The horrific details emerged in wire-tap recordings of gang members released by police. 

     Francesco Raccosta was beaten with iron bars before being thrown screaming into a pig sty 
where he was swiftly eaten by the hungry animals. 

     The murder was carried out by Simone Pepe, a member of the ’Ndrangheta which holds a 
fierce grip on the southern Italian region of Calabria. 

     Yesterday police released tapes of intercepted phone calls in which Pepe is heard saying of 
Raccosta: ‘It was so satisfying hearing him scream… mamma mia, he could scream. 

     ‘I didn’t see a ******* thing left. People say sometimes they [pigs] leave something… in the 
end there was nothing left… those pigs could certainly eat.’ 

     Italian newspaper Il Fatto Quotidiano reports that the murder was said to be revenge for Rac-
costa killing local Godfather Domenico Bonarrigo. 

     The feud between the two clans dates back to the 1950s, it added. 

     The ‘Ndrangheta, (pronounced ENdrangGETA), is now Italy’s most powerful, secretive and 
richest Mafia organization, having eclipsed Sicily’s Cosa Nostra in influence. 

     Economic activities of ‘Ndrangheta include international cocaine and weapons smuggling, 
with Italian investigators estimating that 80% of Europe’s cocaine passes through the Calabrian 
port of Gioia Tauro and is controlled by the ‘Ndrangheta. 

     The organisation pulls in 44 billion euros a year; that’s almost three percent of Italy’s GDP, 
which means the ‘Ndrangheta has as much financial clout as a small European country, or a 
huge multinational corporation. 

In the News in Italy 
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The “IAPSNJ Newsletter”  
is an official publication of 
the Italian American Police 
Society of New Jersey,  
P.O. Box 352, Lyndhurst, 
New Jersey 07071. This 
publication is mailed to our 
General Membership and 
selected readers from 
throughout New Jersey on 
no less than a quarterly 
basis and is made availa-
ble by way of our website 

at http://www.iapsnj.org. 

   No portion of this publica-
tion may be reproduced, 
altered from its original 
content, or distributed in 
any way, shape or form 
without the expressed writ-
ten consent of the Italian 
American Police Society of 
New Jersey. In some cases 
pictures, commentary or 
articles may be used wholly 
or in part within the context 
of this publication. In all 
such cases full credit shall 
be extended to the photog-
rapher, writer and or publi-

cation. 

  As always, you may con-
tact us in a variety of man-
ners including telephone, 
regular mail or preferably, 

email: 

1-800-IAPSNJ1 (Office) 
PMinutillo@iapsnj.org 

www.iapsnj.org (web site) 

   All communications must 
be accompanied by the 
writers name, return ad-
dress and telephone num-

bers. 

Executive /Secretary &  

Editor:  

Patrick Minutillo 

     A Mafia Godfather finds out that his 
bookkeeper, Guido, has cheated him out of 
$10,000,000. His bookkeeper is deaf. That 
was the reason he got the job in the first 

place. It was assumed that Guido would hear nothing so he would never have to 
testify in court. When the Godfather goes to confront Guido about his missing 
$10 million, he takes along his lawyer who knows sign language. 
     The Godfather tells the lawyer, "Ask him where the money is!" 
     The lawyer, using sign language, asks Guido, "Where's the money?" 
     Guido signs back, "I don't know what you are talking about." 
     The lawyer tells the Godfather, "He says he doesn't know what you're talking 
about." 
     The Godfather pulls out a pistol, puts it to Guido's head and says, "Ask him 
again or I'll kill him!" 
     The lawyer signs to Guido, "He'll kill you if you don't tell him." 
     Guido trembles and signs, "OK! You win! The money is in a brown briefcase, 
buried behind the shed at my cousin Bruno's house." 
     The Godfather asks the lawyer, "What did he say?" 
     The lawyer replies, "He says you don't have the balls to pull the trigger!" 

Just for Laughs 
Courtesy of Anthony Esposito's                       

Joke of the Day 

DID YOU KNOW 
     Carlo Lorenzini, better known 
under the pen name of Carlo     
Collodi, was even better known for 
his creation of one of the most    
beloved children’s characters,        
Pinocchio. Born in Tuscany in 1826, 
Collodi was a journalist by profes-
sion and picked up the pseudo 
name Collodi after the Tuscan     
Village where he was born. He 
started writing short children stories 
that were featured in an  Italian 
newspaper and one of the stories 
he wrote, “The Adventures of       

Pinocchio,” was a surprisingly huge success among readers. 
The story became a book in 1883 and was published in English 
in 1892. In 1940 Walt Disney took Collodi’s book and made it 
into a movie.   Collodi died in 1890. 
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2013 US Customs & 
Border Protection 

Italian Heritage     

Celebration 

On October 29th the Customs 

& Border Protection, New 

York Newark Field Office 

hosted an Italian Heritage 

Month celebration to        

recognize the accomplishments of Italian American's in government. Italian 

American Police Society of New Jersey President William Schievella was the    

Keynote Speaker and Honoree. A large crowd of CBP employees were treated to 

a performance by Italian musician Moreno Fruzzetti and an Italian lunch courtesy 

of the US Customs Columbia Association. 
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     The IAPSNJ’s newest Council graduated from Seton Hall Law School in 1989, 
and clerked for Hon. Reginald Stanton, Assignment Judge of the Superior 
Court, Morris County, New Jersey.  Thereafter, he joined Pitney, Hardin, Kipp & 
Szuch, in Florham Park, New Jersey, in 1990-1994, and worked in the areas of 
pharmaceutical products liability defense and commercial litigation.  In 1994, he left 
Pitney, Hardin to work for Nusbaum, Stein, Goldstein & Bronstein in Succasunna, 
New Jersey, representing plaintiffs in personal injury cases, through 1997.  In 
1997, he joined Bongiovanni, Collins & Warden as a trial attorney, representing 
exclusively plaintiffs in personal injury matters including automobile liability, prem-
ises liability, Tort Claims Act cases (claims against public entities), product liability, 
medical malpractice, legal malpractice, and workers’ compensation actions.    
     Tony was certified by the New Jersey Supreme Court as a Civil Trial Attorney in 
2007, a distinction held by fewer than 3% of all attorneys in the State of New Jer-
sey.  In 2010, he started the Law Offices of Anthony P. Caivano, and he continues 

to represent seriously injured plaintiffs in automobile negligence cases, premises liability actions, products liability ac-
tions, legal and medical malpractice claims, and workplace accidents including workers’ compensation cases.  
     Born Newark, New Jersey, July 12, 1964,  Tony grew up in Whippany, New Jersey as the proud son of a laborer and 
a legal secretary, and he graduated from Whippany Park High School in 1982 where he earned varsity letters in Foot-
ball, Wrestling and Baseball.  Thereafter, Tony graduated from County College of Morris in 1984, and later attended 
Rutgers College, graduating with degrees in English and History, in 1986. In 1986, Tony reached a life long ambition of 
going to law school and attended Seton Hall University School of Law, graduating in 1989. He was admitted to the New 
Jersey bar in December, 1989 as well as the U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey.  Tony is a life-long resident of 
Morris County, New Jersey, and presently resides with his wife, Roxana, a school librarian, and their two sons, Antho-
ny, Jr., and Michael, in Succasunna, New Jersey.  He takes pride in his family and work, striving to achieve the best 
results possible for each and every client, and over the years, he has earned many millions of dollars in recoveries for 
his clients through settlements and trials. 

IAPSNJ WELCOMES NEW COUNCIL 

ANTHONY P. CAIVANO 

http://tonycaivano.com/
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Congratulations  

Janice Massaro  
on her  

Retirement  from the Essex County           

Prosecutors Office. 

Deepest Sympathy  
We are saddened at the loss of                    

Antonio Donnadio, 61,                                  

on December 11th, father member  

Elaine Donnadio 

 from NJ Transit 
Elaine says about her father; he came with 

his family as a young boy from Potenza, 
which is a city and commune in the Southern 
Italian region of Basilicata (It is also the capi-
tal of the province of Potenza and the Basili-
cata region) and grew up mostly in Brooklyn 
and Brentwood with his 7 brothers and sis-
ters.  I came to understand directly through 
them what makes people leave their home 
country and want to become American Citi-

zens.  He was 61 years old and was proud to 
have finally become an American Citizen and 

loved everything about America but also 
made sure to keep our Italian cultures and 

traditions present. 

Congratulations  
Orange P.D. Captain (retired) 

IAPSNJ Lifetime Board Member 

Joe Pagano 

On his new position as  

Regional Vice President 

with  

 

Public 
Safety 

United  

Promotion – Michael Guarnieri 

Congratulations to member, Michael 

Guarnieri, on his promotion to           

Assistant Chief of the Port Authority 

Police Department on August 29th, 

2013.    Michael is in charge of the NY 

Airports and brings 25 plus years of  

expertise with airport operations to the 

table. 

Also promoted on this date was Ramon 

Martinez to Deputy Chief.  Ramon is a 

friend of our organization and has 

joined us at many of our events. 

Congratulations to you both. 

http://www.iapsnj.org/archive/
Sebbie
Sticky Note
Click to see older member news and announcements

http://www.publicsafetyunited.com/
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CONDOLENCES 

 

Deepest Sympathy to  
Chief Ralph Scianni 

 
Deepest sympathy to Bayonne Police Chief 

Ralph Scianni on the passing of his father 

 Angelo Scianni  

on 10/19/13. Mr. Scianni was a proud veteran of 
the US Army serving during World War II in the 
Battle of the Bulge. Mr. Scianni was 93 at the 
time of his passing. Please keep the Scianni 

family in your prayers  

Parsippany Police Chief Paul Philipps receives     

Patriot Award from ESGR 

PARSIPPANY LIFE 

Parsippany-Troy Hills Police Chief Paul O. Philipps, an IAPSNJ member, has 

been recognized for supporting Parsippany’s military veteran police officers. 

     The Parsippany Police Department consists of 91       
police officers, of which 35 have military service. Elev-
en of the 35 military veterans previously served, or are  
currently serving, in the National Guard or Military     
Reserves. The Employer Support of the Guard and   
Reserve (ESGR), a Department of Defense (DoD)     
office, presented Chief Philipps with a Patriot Award. 
     An employee serving in the National Guard or      
Reserve, or the spouse of a Guard or Reserve mem-
ber, may nominate individual supervisors and bosses 
for support provided directly to the nominating Service 
member and his or her family. The Patriot Award        
reflects the efforts made to support Citizen Warriors 
through a wide-range of measures. 

Congratulations Chief Philipps, well deserved! 

http://www.iapsnj.org/category/deepest-sympathy/
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The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey  

Is sponsoring it’s  

Annual Pasta Night for Special Olympics  

Saturday, April 26, 2014  - 6pm 

Local 464 Union Hall  

245 Paterson Avenue, Little Falls, NJ  

$35 Donation  

DJ Entertainment - Comedian - Tricky Tray  

 

For Tickets and Information Contact:  

Jerry Onnembo  

201-952-1700 MOMBO92@aol.com  

Chief Joe Rutigliano  

201-939-3469 WRChief@optonline.net  

For Online Ticket Purchase  

http://www.iapsnj.org/pasta/  

iapsnj.org/pasta
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Good Luck to 

NYC Police    

Commissioner 

Bill Bratton 

Shown here with 

IAPSNJ Trustee 

Jersey City PD 

Captain            

Dan Sollitti 
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I A P S NJ  F A M I L Y  G O L D  C O U R T E S Y  C A R D S  
A VA I L A B L E  O N  O U R  

W E B  S I T E  

 

Either, or both, 
cards can be      
purchased       

directly from 
our web site at 

a very           
reasonable 

price.  

Check it out! 

 

Go to the ‘site 
map’ and look 

for Gold      
Courtesy Cards 
to order and to 
find frequently 

asked          

questions. 

Italian Trivia 

 

Did you know 
that the dome 
on top of the 
White House 

was created by 
an Italian-

American? 

     Robert Guidetti was named the new 
Deputy Chief of the Paramus Police     
Department at a council meeting on    

November 12.  

    The department's response to the mall shooting this past       
November, and the leadership shown by the top brass,         

streamlined the Paramus promotions. 

     Deputy Chief Guidette is a long time IAPSNJ member and    
supporter and we would like to congratulate him and wish him the 

best of luck and continued success in this very well deserved    

promotion.   

Robert Guidette Promoted 
to Deputy Chief 

http://www.johnpirelliosia.org/?q=node/14
iapsnj.org/goldcards
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Annual Gala Dinner Dance 

2014 Honorees 

2014 Man of the Year 

Patrick Montuore 

     Chief Patrick Montuore 
began his law enforcement ca-
reer in 1989 with the Florham 
Park Police Department. He 
attended the 34th Basic Police 
Class at the Morris County Po-
lice Academy and was as-
signed to the Patrol Division as 
a uniformed officer. 

     1992, he was assigned to 
the Community Policing Divi-
sion and served as a DARE 
Officer and a Bicycle Patrol 
Officer. 

In 1999, he was promoted to 
the rank of Sergeant in Com-
munity Policing. In 2004, he 
was promoted to Lieutenant. 
In February of 2006, he was 
promoted to the rank of Dep-
uty Chief of Police. In 2008, 
he was promoted to the rank 
of Chief of Police. 

     Throughout his years in po-
lice work, Chief Montuore has 
received several awards and 
commendations. He is a gradu-
ated of the West Point Leader-
ship and Command Law En-
forcement School. He is also 
the founder and CEO of the Po-
lice Unity Tour, an international 
organization which raises funds 
for the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial Fund. 

     Chief Montuore has dedicat-
ed over 20 years to the aware-
ness of law enforcement line of 
duty deaths. In addition to be-
ing the CEO of the Police Unity 
Tour, he also sits on the Board 
of directors for the National Law 
Enforcement Memo rial. 

     Chief Montuore also is an 
elected official on the Florham 
Park Board of education where 
he has served for over 12 
years. 

 

2014 Woman of the Year 

Donna Roman-Hernandez 

     Every year thousands of po-
lice officers reach retirement 
age. Many of them go on to 
second careers in industry, 
sales, retail, or private security. 
Donna Roman Hernandez took 
a different road. 

    Donna Roman-Hernandez 
is a retired police captain from 
Caldwell, NJ. Having spent 28 
years on the job, she retired 
and began following her heart. 
She began making movies, 
documentaries and other short 
films. Donna started her own 
film production company “Blue 
Force Films." 

     Using real life stories of po-
lice officers and the things that 
happened to them during their 
careers, she began telling their 
stories. Her films have won nu-
merous film festival awards, ac-
colades and contests all across 
the country. 

     In 2010, Donna created a 
web TV series called “Crossing 
Blood Lines.” This project won 
the NY film festival for best new 

web series. It’s the fictional 
tale of a fictional northern Jer-
sey town. 

     Of all the work she has 
done and all the awards she 
has received the most power-
ful story she tells is her own. 
Donna is the survivor of do-
mestic violence. Her movie “ 
The Ultimate Betrayal: A Sur-
vivor's Journey” is the story of 
her own family and their battle 
to survive her father's attacks 
on Donna and her mother.  

iapsnj.org/gala
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Annual Gala Dinner Dance 

2014 Honorees 

     The film doesn’t hold any-
thing back.  As the writer and 
director, she revealed every-
thing about those harrowing 
times and the situations that 
threatened not only her family 
but her very life.                       
     Once you see the film you 
will be amazed at Donna's 
strength, resilience and ability 
to survive such intense vio-
lence. To know her makes her 
even more amazing. She has a 
love of life and people that is 
overwhelming in its scope.        
     Knowing where she has 
come from and what she lived 
through should provide hope 
for anyone in a similar situa-
tion, as well as the rest of us as 
we celebrate her life and the 
spirit of hope the films leaves 
you with.                              
     Some other films include 
“Fallen Blue Heroes,” a tribute 
to the officers who have paid 
the ultimate price, and 
“Closure” an award winning 
short film about 9/11 and the 
effects of that 
day.                                           
     Those achievements alone 
would be enough for most ordi-
nary people, but not for Donna 
Roman Hernandez. She also 
writes a monthly column for the 
NJ Cops magazine, a maga-
zine for police officers pub-
lished by the NJ State PBA. 
Donna also hosts her own 
weekly Internet radio show, 
“The Jersey Beat,” where she 
discusses topics of interest to 
police officers and civilians 
alike. She is a one woman ar-

my.                            
       On any given night, Donna 
can be found talking to wom-
en’s groups, survivors' groups, 
shooting footage for her next 
film or helping a friend in need. 
Her life story is awesome, her 
energy is infectious and her 
optimism is a beacon for all 
who know her.                    
Attribution to Joseph Pangaro  for the 

above biography 

2014 Humanitarian of the 

Year                           

Nicholas J. Grillo 

Chairman, Jersey City          

Columbus Day Parade      

Committee 

President, Jersey City Chapter 

UNICO 

Chairman, Holy Rosary Festa 

Italian Feast 

President, Hudson County   

Funeral Directors Association 

     Nicholas J. Grillo has 
recently been elected as the 
Hudson County Funeral Direc-
tors Association’s 55th presi-
dent and probably it’s young-
est.  Nick has also served as 
the director at Introcaso-Angelo 
Funeral Home for six years, 
and  serves as the Music Di-
rector/Organist at Holy Rosary 
Church. . He is also heavily in-
volved with various community 
organizations in Jersey City 
and throughout Hudson Coun-
ty, including his parish, Holy 
Rosary Church in Jersey City.  
Nick  is also a proud member 
of UNICO, an Italian-American 
service organization, where he 
serves as President. 
     Obviously, a very busy man 
with a lot on his plate, Nick is 
known as a caring, compas-
sionate and giving individual 
who works hard at serving his 
and surrounding communities 
whenever the need arises. 

 

Don’t miss out! 

     Please remember, this is 

always a sold out event and 

there is limited seating so plan 

on ordering your tickets as your 

earliest opportunity.    

      

iapsnj.org/gala
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2014 Businessman of the 

Year 

Luciano Ventrone 

     Luciano Ventrone came 
to the U.S. from Caserta, Italy 
to start a new life with his wife, 
Maria, in June of 1971.  Luci-
ano started out simultaneously 
working in the construction 
business, the Bayonne B.O.E 
and at a restaurant in Jersey 
City called “Tippy’s.   

     As soon as he earned 
enough money he and his wife, 
Maria opened their first pizzeria 
on Garfield Avenue in Jersey 
City called “Barrona Pizza”.  It 
was in 1979 that Luciano 
moved to Bayonne where he 
opened “San Vito’s” at 406 
Broadway. 

     Luciano’s interest in the 
food business came from his 

family in Italy where he learned 
to cook from his mother and 
where he learned that the kitch-
en was the focal point of the 
home, where family and 
friends came together for 
good food and good times. 

     The initial “San Vito” had 
one oven and sold pizza 
through a sliding glass window 
in the front of the restaurant.  
As business grew so did the 
restaurant, into what is now 
the current “San Vito Restau-
rant”.   

     “San Vito” has been in 
business for 33 years at the 
same location.  Wife Maria, 
son Anthony and nephew An-

tonio run the restaurant and 
many of the employees have 
been with them for 17 or more 
years..  Luciano considers 
them all family and treats them 
that way.   

     In April 2012 Luciano and 
Maria opened “Villa Maria”, 
which is located directly across 
the street from “San Vito” at 
415-417 Broadway in Bayonne.  
Luciano has proved to be a 
great friend and friend of law 
enforcement, and the IAPSNJ, 
for many years and we are 
proud to know him and call him 
our friend. 

Annual Gala Dinner Dance 

2014 Honorees 

ITALIAN AMERICANPOLICE SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY 

Cordially invites you to attend the 

Annual Gala Benefit Dinner Dance 

Saturday  -    March 29, 2014 

  6 P.M. 

The Fiesta Wood-Ridge NJ 

Lavish Cocktail Hour, Viennese Table, Filet Mignon, 5 Hour Open 

Bar, Dancing 

Please join New Jersey’s most prominent  Italian Americans to 

honor this years recipients of our prestigious awards 

Tickets $100  

 

For tickets contact: Gala Chairman Ron Sepe    

862-881-0016 or RSepe@iapsnj.org 

or simply 

Go to our web site at www.iapsnj.org  

order on-line 

PayPal  / Credit Cards  

iapsnj.org/gala
iapsnj.org/gala
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One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey, 
in conjunction with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund raising campaign, is our 

Safety Equipment give-a- way.  This is a 
presentation of a package of po- lice safety / life sav-

ing equipment to members of our organization who 
are full time police officers, and whose dues are cur-
rent.  We will average approxi- mately 10 winners 
per year.   All that is needed is for a member to fill 

out an entry form which can be found on our web 
site.  Then an entry is selected randomly, about 
once a month, for presentation to the winner at a 

general meeting.  Criteria is membership in good 
standing, and attendance for re- ceiving the package. 
Over the last several years since the start of this im-

portant program we were hon- ored to have given 
out over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective depart-
ments.  We are happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments.   We 
have therefore changed our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point on. 

GOOD LUCK AND STAY SAFE!!! 

Safety Equipment Program 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2014 

Pasta Night to Benefit Special Olympics 
Location: 

Local 464 , Meat Cutters Union Hall 
245 Paterson Avenue  Little Falls, NJ 

Live Band Music  
Comedian 

Tricky Tray Auction 
Wine tasting provided by a local winery 

 

See Page 26 for Flyer and Ticket Information 

http://goo.gl/maps/fzsck
http://goo.gl/maps/fzsck
iapsnj.org/safety
iapsnj.org/pasta
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     Ultra-millionaire 
sponsorship deals 
signed by some of 
today’s athletes 
pale in comparison 
to the amount 
earned by    Gaius 
Appuleius Diocles, a 
charioteer who 
amassed the sum of 
35,863,120 sesterc-
es (the ancient Ro-
man coins) in prize 
money, the equiva-
lent of today’s $15 
billion, according to 
Peter Struck, asso-

ciate professor of clas-
sical studies at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylva-
nia. As recorded in a 
monumental inscription 
erected in 146 A.D. by 
his fellow charioteers 
and fans, Diocles, “the 
most eminent of all 
charioteers,” was born 
in Lusitania, in what is 
now Portugal and 
south-west Spain, and 
started his spectacular 
career in 122 A.D., 

when he was 18. 
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This past November the Archdiocese of Newark celebrated its 21st Annual Blue Mass for 
Law Enforcement.   At this event Italian American Police Society of NJ member Detective 
Michael Morgan of the Newark Police Department was recognized for making the ultimate 

sacrifice.  We will always remember this courageous young police officer and offer our 
thoughts and encouragement to Mrs. Morgan and her family. The Blue Mass Committee 

presented an award to Mrs. Morgan in memory of Michael.  

HIGHEST PAID ATHLETE FROM ANCIENT ROME 
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T H E  I T A L I A N  A M E R I C A N  P O L I C E  S O C I E T Y  O F  N E W  J E R S E Y  H E L D  I T ' S  A N N U A L  
C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y  A T  T H E  F I E S T A  I N  W O O D - R I D G E .  M E M B E R S  A N D  F R I E N D S  

E N J O Y E D  G R E A T  F O O D  A N D  M U S I C  T O  C E L E B R A T E  T H E  H O L I D A Y  I N  S T Y L E .  
E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  N Y P D  C O L U M B I A  A S S O C I A T I O N  A N D  T H E  

M A S S A C H U S E T T S  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  I T A L I A N  A M E R I C A N  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R S  J O I N E D  U S  
T O  C E L E B R A T E  T H E  H O L I D A Y .  T H E  S O C I E T Y  H O N O R E D  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  P R E S I D E N T  
M I C H A E L  G I A C O P P O  A N D  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  M E M B E R  R O B E R T  M O R R I S O N  F O R  H I S  

M A N Y  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  L E A D I N G  I T A L I A N  A M E R I C A N  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R S  I N  N E W  
E N G L A N D .  T H A N K S  T O  D A N  S O L L I T T I ,  A L  I M P E R I A L E  A N D  R O N  S E P E  F O R  

P L A N N I N G  A  T E R R I F I C  E V E N T  

 

 

 

 

http://www.iapsnj.org/pictures/nggallery/iapsnj/2013-member-christmas-party/


IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine Winter 2014  Winter Edition

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org 

Page 34  Volume 1 ,  Issue 21  

SEPTEMBER MEETING 

Bella Napoli, Bloomfield, NJ 
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NOVEMBER  MEETING 

Marco Polo Restaurant, Summit, NJ 
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Italian American Police Society 

Of New Jersey 

P.O. Box 352 

Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071  

 

AND 

 

 

 

We’re on the 

Web! 

www.iapsnj.org 

iapsnj.org/pasta
paypal.com
twitter.com/iapsnj

